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Hon. J. E. DODD: In this way the
kon, member was defeating his own case.
We were dealing with ¢oroners’ inquests
only. If the persons appearing were
only fo be allowed to inquire into the
eause of death, why sllow them to visit
the scene of the accident? Again, why
insist upon the jury being a jury of
miners? Whatever oceasion there might
have been for the deletion of the words
which Mr. Gawler had first sought to
have struck out, there was no justification
whatever for the extended amendment.

Hon, J. CORNELL: The practice in
coroners’ courts on the goldfields to-day
was that the representative of the miners’
union eppeared and cross-examined wit-
nesses as to the cause of death. The orig-
inal amendment would still have allowed
these representatives to do by law what
they were to-day allowed to do by cus-
tom. That was really all that was neces-
sary. The inspector of mines was allowed
to be present on the coroner’s inguest
on the goldfields. Mr. Gawler himself
had pointed out that the coroner was not
always a fully qualified man, Therefore
to allow a representative of the miners’
association, an inspeetor of mines, and
the represeniative of the person killed
to be present at the inquest would mater-
ially assist the eoroner and save.time,

Hon, W. Patrick: All that is in the
clanse now,

Hon. J. CORNELL: The amendment
would prevent the representalive doing
anything further than viewing the scene
of the accident.

Hon. W, Patrick: And he can examins
any witnesses as to the cause of the acci-
dent.

Hon, J. CORNELL: It was proposed
to strike out those words, and it wounld
be a case of attending the inguest and
doing nothing.

Hon. H. P, Colebatch: He could ask
questions through the coroner.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Why not give him
the right to assist the coroner?
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 5.17 pm.
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Bill: City of Perth Improvement, returned

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED,

By the Minister for Railways: Copy
of a minute of Executive Counecil ap-
proving the terms of re-appoiniment of
John Tregerthen Short as- Commissioner
of Railways.

QUESTION—WAGIN-DARKAN
RAILWAY.

Mr. MOORE (for Mr. George) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, On what
date was any provision made in eonnec-
tion with the proposed Wagin-Darkan
railway in the Loan Estimates? 2, What
was the amount allocated-—(a) as to sur-
veys; (b) construction of the railway;
(¢) rails and fastenings? 3, Is the total
amount so provided lying dormant or
has it been appropriated for other pur-
poses? 4, If dormant, is the interest pay-
able on the borrowing being debited to
the Wagin-Darkan railway? 3, If ap-
propriated for other underiakings, is the
Wagin-Darkan railway relieved of the
incubus of interest on loan? 6, If allo-
cated io other undertakings, upon what
authority has this been done? 7, Do the
Government propose to proceed with_the
Wagin-Darkan railway, and when? 8§, If
not. why not?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, 21st December, 1909, £10,000;
6th . February, 1911, £18,000. 2, (a)
None—separate vote; (b) all; (e¢) none
—separate vote. 3, Lying dormant—un-
appropriated. 4, No. 5, Replied to by
(8). 6, Replied to by (3). 7 and §,
Representations in regard to this matter
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were made to the hon. the Premier by
the member for the district, Mr. 8.
Stubbs, when he was in the loecality re-
cently, and the Premier then conveyed
the policy of the Government with respeet
to railway construction.

Mr. Bolton: So it should be given to
the member for the district. He should
not be interfered with by anyone else.

QUESTION—WICKEPIN-CORRI-
GIN RAILWAY.

Mr. LAYMAN (for Mr. Harper)
asked the Minister for Works: When do
the Public Works Department intend to
hand over control of the railway from
Wickepin to Corrigin to the Commis-
sioner of Railways?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: When al] the ballasting, station
buildings, station yards, ete., are com-
pleted.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Bul when?

QUESTION—BUNBURY HARBOUR
IVPROVEMENTS.

Mr. MOORE (for Mr, George) asked
the Premier: 1, What do the Govern-
ment intend to do in connection with
Bunbury harbour? 2, When do they in-
tend to do it?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, The
member for the district {dMr. Thomas)
has been aectively urging the claims of
Bunbury in this regard, and a reply to
his (Mr. Thomas’s) representations ap-
peared in this morning’s newspaper.

Hon. J. Mitehell: That is not a fair
answer at all.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HAR-
BOUR TRUST, ANNUAL REPORT.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Honor-
ary Minister: 1, What is the reason for
the delay in presenting the annual report
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust§ 2.
When will the report for the year ending
June last be laid upon the Table of the
House?
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The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) replied: 1 and 2, The
report was completed in September, but
has been delayed awaiting the report of
the Auditor General on the aceounts. That
report has now come to hand, and the
complete doenments will be presented to
Parliament in the course of a few days.

SELECT COMMITTEE," CAPTAIN
HARE’'S RETIREMENT.

Request for members to give evidence.
Message from the Council requesting
the Assembly to authorise the Honorary
Minister (Hon, W. C, Angwin] and the
member for Mount Margaret (Mr. Tay-
for} to attend to give evidence before the
select committee on the retirement of
Captain Hare, now considered.
Mr. LOGHLEN (Forrest) : I move—
That the request of the Legislative
Council as contained in Message No. 20
be not agreed to.

I do not know whether I am strictly in
order, but T desire to move that the re-
quest contained in the message from the
Legislative Counncil be not agreed to. I
admit that to raise a protest against a
message of this kind being agreed to
may be a novel procedure in this Cham-
ber, but T want to point out that should
a motion be submitted from the Minis-
terial benches asking that leave be given
to the Honorary Minister and the member
for Mount Margaret to attend the sitting
of the select committee, I for one would
oppose it, and would, if I eould, induce
other hon. members to oppose it also on
very speeific grounds.

Hon, J. Mitchell: Let us have them.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The grounds are
that T think we are having too great a
multiplicity of seleet committees to in-
quire into matters that are definitely
setiled and matters that are not of public
interest,

Mr. Underwood: Hear, hear!

Mr. Bolton: Some members made up
their minds before the appointment of
the committee.

Mr. (’LOGHLEN: Some of these
select commitiees are prompted by preju-
dice in many respects and snfficient jus-
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tification has not been put before Parlia-
ment or the country for the expense that
will be entailed before the committee in
question arrive at a conclusion.
. Mr, Dwyer: They are simply hunting
grounds to eatch political pame.

Mr. 'LOGHLEN: So far as the pre-
sent committee are concerned, we find
that they have been appointed for the ex-
press purpose of inquiring into the dis-
missal of a public servant, and it is within
the knowledge of every hon., member of
both Houses that that officer was retired
in accordance with the law as he had
reached the age limit, and there was no
obligation on the part of the Government
to retain his services any longer. I ven-
ture to say that if the select committee
sit till the end of the year they will not
bring anything tangible forward which
would indicate to the public that the
Government had done a wrong action.

Hon. J. Mitchelt: You are pre-judging
the thing.

Mr. (LOGHLEN: I am not pre-
judging it. I am only asking the House
to say by a definite vole whether it is
prepared to prolong the practice of bring-
ing into existence select committees to in-
quire into imaginary grievances.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Justice ought to be
done,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I can only raise
my protest to the seleet committee being
assisted by the evidence that may be ten-
dered by a couple of hon. members from
this House, whether it be of a laudatory
character or dealing with any apparent
injustice to the civil servant who has been
refired, and if I am not suceessful in
getting my motion earried I will certainly
move for a select committee to cover
similar grounds, YWhat I fear, and that
fear is evidently justified by the opinions
expressed in another place, is that the
seleet committee will not deal partienlarly
with the civil servant affected, but will
cover much more ground and open up
many more subjects, and if that is the
case, and if, as one hon, member has
pointed out, it is to be a hunting ground
for political game, I, for one, protest
against the public expenditure on these
select committees. I have very little faith
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in select committees, but if it is a ques-

tion

Hon. J. Mitchell: Youn are reflecting on
members of Parliament.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I say I have very
little faith in select committees, and I am
justified in expressing that opinion. I
have evidence of select committees having
been appointed before and very little
practical good has resulted from their
deliberations, and if we do not put our
foot down on the multiplying of select
commitiees which mean so little to the
public who have to pay the piper, whether
the expense is small or great, but if on the
other hand we allow the practice to con-
tinue, we will not-be doing our duty to
the taxpayers who sent us here. I do not
intend to labour the subject except to say
that from my observations, and from the
opinions expressed in another place by
members who were very keenly desirous
of having the select ecommittee appointed,
the committee have been appointed, not
for the purpose of inquiring into an
alleged act of injustice to a c¢ivil servant,
but to open up other subjects and try to
bring something to show the publie that
the present Grovernment did wrong in the
action they took. The Government have
explained their position. The responstble
Minister in another place has explained
that the officer was retired in accordance
with the Aet under which he was ap-
pointed. If that is the ease, why the
necessity for a seleet committee to in-
gnire?

Hon. J. Mitchell: If that is the case.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I have no reason
to doubt the Minister’s assertion.

Hon, J. Mitchell: You want to know
that such is the ease.

Mz, O'LOGHLEN: We have proof, and
absolute proof.

Mr, Dwyer: He had reached the age
limit,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : We have proof that
the officer had reached the retiring age
and if the Minister decided that a change
of policy was necessary or that a younger
and more vigorous man could do the work
to the advantage of the taxpayers, the
Minister was quite within his rights in
retiring that officer,
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Mr, Underwood: They ought to retire
a lot more.

Mr. Lander: It is a pity they did not
go further.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I hope the House
will support my moticn.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie): I have
much pleasure in seconding the motion.
I have in mind the fact that several select
committees have been appointed by an-
other place and have asked’ for the at-
tendance of hon. members from this
House, and I take it that much valuable
time and money have been wasted by the
calling of witnesses and the printing of
the evidence. I have in mind a seleet
committee in another place on the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line, and a select committee
which was appointed by this House on
the same subject showed that the report
of the Couneil committee was altogether
contrary to faet. There was also a select
committee on the Irrigation Bill.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Mr. Speaker, is the
hon. member justified in reflesting on the
members of a select committee appointed
by another place?

Mr. SPEAKER: What remark did the
hon. member make?

Hon. J. Mitchell: The hon, member
stated that the select eommittee appointed
by this House proved econclusively that
the report of a select committee appointed
by another place was not in accordance
with fact. .

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know what
seleet committee is being referred to. Will
the hon. member state what he said and
what he referred to?

Mr. GREEN : I was referring to a
-select committee appoinfted by another
place on the Wickepin-Merredin railway.

Mr, SPEAKER : Does the hon. mem-
‘ber consider that a reflection ?

Hon. J. Mitchell : 7y point of order
wvas that the hon. membher reflected on
hon. members in another place.

Mr, Underwood : They deserve it.

Mr. SPEAKER : The lion. member
iz not justified in reflecting on hon. mem-
hers of another place.

Mr. Bolton : They can reflect on ua.
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Mr, SPEAKER : That is not my busi-
ness.

Mr. Bolton : I wish it was.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

The Premier : Are we to understand,
then, that a member of a select com-
mittee is in the same category as a mem-
ber of tie House, and are we not per-
mitled to diseuss the findings of a select
cominittee ¥

Mr. SPEAKER : I have stated that a
member is not justified in reflecting on
members of another place,

Mr. GREEN : [ wanied to point out
that the conclusions arrived at by the
select commiilee of this House and the
conclusions arrived at by the select
committee appointed by another place
were ab variance ; consequently both
could not be right, and [ wanted to
deduct from those remarks that select
committees under conditions of that kind
are absolutely valueless. The point has
been stressed with regard to expenses,
and we can call to mind a select com-
mittee which was appointed by this
Chamber with regard to the dismissal
of another publie servant. A great deal
of evidence was taken by that select com-
mittee and the result was such that, I
venture to say, members of this Chamber
will agree that the time of those who con-
stituted the select committce was abso-
lutely wasted, and that the cost which
was incurred was not justified. T trust
we will be very careful in giving our con-
enrrence to a request of this kind. I
have stated that the time of the Chamber
has been wasted in the past by the ap-
pointment of similar select committees by
another place, and I take it we are not
playing at politics, that we are here to
do business and to eonserve the finances
of the country as much as possible. [t
would be absolutely useless to agree to
this request. It is not justified by the
finding of select committees in the past,
and I trust the request of another place
will not be agreed to.

Mr,. DWYER (Perth) moved—
That the debate be adjourned.
Mr. Bolton seconded the motion.
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Motion put and declared negatived on
the voices.

Mr, Male : Divide.

Opposition members :

Mr. Bolton : Yes, we must divide now.

Mr. Dwyer : I claim the vote of the
member for Kimberley.

Mr. Bolton: Wait, you are a bit
early; we will get the division.

Mr. Male : I withdraw my ecall.

Mr. SPEAKER : Does the hon. mem-
ber persist in his call for a division ¢

Mr, Male : No.

Mr. Underwood : Divide.

Mr. O’Loghlen : There was a call for
a division on both sides.

Mr. Bolton : We will see whether we
can divide.

Hon. J. Mitehell rose to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER : I shall allow the di-
vision,

Bells rung.

Mr. Bolton : T desire to claim the vote
of the member for Kimberley who called
for a division.

My, SPEAKER : The hon. member
withdrew bis call for a division and the
division was not given on his call.

Division resulted as follows :—

No, no.

Ayes .. .. .. 20
Noes .. . .. 10
Majority for .. 10
AYEB.
Mr. Bolton Mr. Lewls
Mr. Carpenter Mr. McDowall
Mr. Colller Mr, Mullany
Mr, Dwyer Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Foley . Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Gardiner Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Gill Mr. Swab
Mr. Green Mr. A, A. Wilson
Mr. Hudsen Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johnaon (Te!lef.)
Mr. Lander
Nozs,

Mr. Allen Mr. Moore
Mr. Harper Mr. A. BE. Plesne
Mr, Lefroy Mr. 8. Btubhs
Mr. Male Mr. Layman
Mr. Mitchell (Tealler),
Mr. Monger

Motion thus passed, the debate ad-

journed.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1913-14.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day: M.
MeDowall in the Chair.

Railway Department (Hon. P. Collier,
Minister).

‘ote — Railways
£1,758,536:

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon, P. Collier): Al-
though it is the practice for Ministers in
introdueing their Estimates to give a
résumé of the doings of their department
daring the year, I think there is vary
little by way of information that I can
add to that which has already been sup-
plied to the Chamber per medinm of the
annugl report of the Commissioner of
Railways. A pernsal of that ducument
will show that the utmost detailed in-
formation has been supplied. It is of a
very comprehensive nature and much
more so than it has been in previous
years.

Hon. J, Mitchell:
he says in it%

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I endorse a good deal of it but I am not
going to commit myself by saying that
I endorse everything that appears in
the report. The railways still remain the
most important assel in the State. We
had at the end of the financial vear 2,854
miles of railway open, the increase for
the year being 256 miles, and, as show-
ing the improvements to the railway sys-
tem of the State, I may point out that
the total amount debited to capital is
£14,913,1928, or an increase in the year
of £1,680,035. From that it will be seen
a fairly large portion of our loan funds
has been expended in the construction
of railways in the State, and the results
of the operations of the railways, cover-
ing many years, show that those who ad-
vanced the money have indeed a good
asset. The total amount debited for in-
terest during the year was £505,925, or
an increase of £66,772, over the amount
of the previous year. That was a big
inerease but it is largely due to the fact
that we took over a considerable mileage
of new lines during the year, and also to
the interest paid in connection with the

and  {ramways,

Do you endorse all
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resumed properties in and around Perth
and East Perth. The total earnings, for
the first time in the history of the State,
exceed two million pounds, the figures
having been £2,037,853, or an increase
over the figures of the previous year of
£153,249. Tt is very satisfactory to note
that the increase was of such a consider-
able extent. The working expenses for
the year were £1,506,600, an increase of
£162,623 for the vear. The surplus earn-
ings over working expenses were £531,253,
and the net surplus earnings amounted
to £25,328. It will be argued that that
is a considerable falling off on the figures
of previous yvears but all things considered
the fact that we eame out on the right
side to that extent is satisfactory. It
might have been more satisfactory if we
" had not been operating so many spur
lines, prinecipally in the agricultural dis-
triets, at a eonsidersble loss,

Hon, J, Mitchell: It would bave been
worse but for the spur lines.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The difference in the profits for last year
over those of the preceding year and that
of 1911 to some extent was due to the
inereases which have been given to the
wages and salaried staffs of the railways.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We have heard that
before,

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS:
And it will stand repeating. No hon.
member, while complaining of the altered
financial position of the railways, will
say that these inerases were not war-
ranted.

Mr. Lewis: The leader of the Opposi-
tion said so the otber night.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, and a member of that party in the
eountry only a few nighis ago com-
plained of the altered financial position
of the railways, but did not have courage
enough to say that much had been
given in the way of increases to the
wages and salaried staffs. Having regard
to the fact that the wages and salaries
have gone up all round during the past
year or two in the State, even at this late
hour I repeat that the increases were
absolutely justified,
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Hon. J. Mitehell: No one has said any-
thing else.

The Premier : Your leader did.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members knew these facts when
they complained of the altered financial
position of the railways, It has been
frequently ecomplained of outside by hon.
members opposite that, whilst three years
ago the profits of the railways amounted
to £224,000, last year the profit was only
£25,000, and that, taken in conjunction
with the comments ahout the increases in
wages, it is fair to assume that hon, mem-
bers are ecomplaining ahout these in-
crenses.  Where there is the utmost
efficiency it is impossible to gef an in-
crease of efficieney no matter how vou
increase wages. I want to point out that
the altered position is due very largely
to the number of unprofitable railways
we have open at the present tune,

Hon, J. Mitchell: Certainly not.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
1t the hon. member will turn up the
Commissioner's report he will see a for-
midable list of twenty different lines
which shows an actual loss on the year’s
operations of £61,813,

Mr, A. E. Piesse: An approximate loss,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The fact remains it was a loss as the
result of the operations of the railways
during the past year,

Mr. Harper: They are feeders to the
main lines,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
0f course they are feeders. If you take
the indirect argument where are yon
going to end? Many of the lines have
been working over a number of years,
and it is expected they have nearly
veached the stage when g profit will be
shown on them. For the information of
the House I will read the list. Bridge-

. town-Jarnadup, £3,608 0s. 4d: Coolgardie-

Norseman, £5,001 14s. 10d.: Goomalling-
Wongan Hills, £2,146 45, 114.; Greenhills-
Bruce Hoek (Nunajin), £2101 15s.4d. ;
Katanning-Nyabing (Nampup), £4,231
12s.; Mount Magnet-Sandstone, £5,843
11s. 94.; Mundaring Weir, £875 17s. 104.;
Nannine-Meekatharra, £3,121 4s. Narro-
gin-Wickepin shows a profit of £761
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1s. B4, Northampton-Ajana a loss
of £2,092 0s. 3d, Pinjarra-Holyocake
shows a prefit principally because of
the timber trade over the line since
it has been opened. Sonthern Cross-
Bullfineh, the now famous line, showed
a loss of £1,632 2s. 104.; Tambel-
lup-Ongerup, £6,096 5s. 84.; Torbay
Junction-Denmark, £3,156 14s.; Teodyay-
Bolgart, £2,613 16s. 6d.; Wagin-Kukerin,
£4,656 17s. 4d.; Wokarina-Yuna, £4,762
12s, 7d. The total for these lines is
£52,740 10s. 2d. If we add to that the
two isolated railways, Hopetoun-Ravens-
thorpe, on which there was a loss of
£5191 7s. 3d, and Port Hedland-
Marble Bar, from whieh there was s
loss of £8,744 12s. 10d., it gives a total
for the whole twenty lines, including the
last two mentioned, of £66,676 10s. 3d.
These in a measure account for the al-
tered position of ihe financial aspect of
the railways during the year.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We had some of
these lines.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Of course, but there is the fact that we
took over 256 miles of railway during
the vear and of non-paying lines which
have added to our interest bill very
considerably, Ineluded in the 256
miles is the Port Hedland-Marble Bar,
with a very heavy ecapital expendi-
ture, consequently there is a big increase
in the interest bill, and added to the
interest bill we have the actnal loss on
the working of the lines as well. The
posilion, as far as the State is con-
cerned, is somewhat serious. As to the
mileage, we have a greater mileage in
proportion fe¢ our population than any
State in the Commonwealth. We have
at the present time a mile of railway for
every 108 people in the State. It has
gradually come down during the whole
of the years since 1894. "The mileage

then was one mile to every 209 of the -

population. In 1906 it was one mile to
every 1568, and sinee 1906 during the last
seven years it has still further fallen
from 158 to 108.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What active people
wo must be,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We are very active indeed. When we

[ASSEMBLY.)

compare that with the mileage in the
Bastern States we find that Queensland
has one mile of railway for every 146
people against our 108, South Australia
219, Victoria 372, and New South Wales
437, so that if we keep on adding to our
mileage year by year, as we have done
in the past naturally it is a serious matter
to carry on and to operate the railways
at a profit.

Hou. J. Mitchell: You are not geing
to stop, are you?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We are not going to stop, but I am
pointing this out, that it is pretty heavy
work to make the railways pay or make
a profit out of tliem when we have such
a comparatively small population te
operate. It is obvious that in New South
Wales, Victoria, and the other States
where they have a much greater popula-
tion per mile of railway, it ought to be
an easier task for them to suceessfully
carry on than it is in Western Australia;
but I say that the management of the
railways of Western Australia will com-
pare favourably with that of any of our
neighbours in the Eastern States. Dur-
ing the year the expenditure incurred
in rolling stock amounied to £315,920
10s. 6d. Additions to the locomotives
during the year numbered 27, and there
is a balance of 41 locomotives to com-
plete lhe existing order. That will mean
that over 70 engines will have been added
to the rolling stock during the past two
vears. I want also, in eonnection with
the interest bill I have referred to, to
point out that it has been due largely
or in some measure, to the amount of
money spent on rolling stock. We found
18 montbs ago that it was ahsolutely
essential, if we were going to cope with
the increased production in the agricul-
tural distriets, that we must spend a
considerable amount of money in the
eonstruction of rolling stock.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Did you not tell
the people yon took it out of revenunef?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I do not think any Minister told the
people that. The fact is that if you
spend £500,000 in rolling stock you con-
siderably increase lhe interest bill, so
the revenue is affected in that way. I
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do not think anyone has contended that
_rolling stock is built out of revenue, but,
as I pointed out, the interest bill on

approximately half a million of money
has to come out of the revenue of the
Railway Department. There were 883
four-wheeled waggons added to stock
during the year, and 877 are under con-
struction at the present time. I think
it will be admitted on all hands that,
considering the large harvest that had
to be moved last year in comparison
with previous years, the departmeni did
well indeed. There were, as far as I
can gather from the colnmns of the Press
and from my office as well, fewer com-
plaints with regard to obtaining rolling
stoek last year than there had been be-
fore for many years past. Althongh it
i3 expected that there will be a very eon-
siderable inerease even aver last year's
good harvest, the department have heen
alive to the fact, and I believe we shall
be able to move the coming harvest with
as few complaints as we had last year.
It cannot be expected that in the rush
traffic that comes only once in the year,
eovering only a short period, delays will
not oceur, It would not be good business
to provide absolutely sufficient rolling
stock to meet rush traffic for a short
period of a few weeks or a month or two
in the year and have the whole of
the rolling stock lying idle during
the rest of the wyear. With the
adidtional power we have with the new
engines, we have been able to repair the
old ones. The fact that the new engines
were running during the year enabled us
to place the old engines under repair, and
we shall be able to move the barvest with-
out trouble, T believe the rolling stock
we have will be sufficient for a number
of years, except, perhaps, passenger ae-
commodation. It is an undoubted fact
that on some of the lines we could, per-
haps, place additional rolling steck with
advantage to the people using the rail-
ways, more particularly is that so along
the Great Southern line. Although I am
not in a position to say that rolling stock
of an improved character will be built
for the Great Southern line, I hope be-
fore long that something will be done in
that direetion,
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Mr. A. E. Piesse;: We are long suffer-
ing.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Perbaps there is some cause for com-
plaint in that direetion, for the traffie,
both passenger and gaods, is increasing
vear by year, and it is recognised by the
department that the service with advan-
tage to the people concerned, and the de-
partmenl, might be improved. In that
connection we bave underteken to com-
plete the re-laying of the line with heavy
rails from Katanning to Albany. The
work is going on at present, and it is ex-
pected to be completed about the end of
the present month, or early next month.
At any rate, it will be finished in time for
the summer excursion trafficc Then we
shall be able to run heavy engines right
through, thereby giving an accelerated
and better service than thers is at the
present time. The work of relaying from
Albany to Katanning, a distance of 114
miles——

Mr. A. E. Piesse: We should have s
serviee equal to Kalgoorlie,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Perhaps that is so, but Kalgooriie is an
important town and deserves the best
service that can be given. 8éill, I believe
the Great Southern line is entitled to a
service equal to the goldfields, and to a
regular fast express daily, and I admit
at onee also they are entitled to regular
sleeping accommodation on that line.
That is recognised by the department, and
as soon as it is convenient to find the
money to construct the necessary rolling
stock it will be done and a better service
given on the Great Southern line.

Mr. S. Stubbs: We bave been promised
it for four years,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member is making a mistake, 1
did not promise, When I make a pro-
mise it is going to be earried out,

Mr. S. Stobbs: You bave been there
{wo years.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member has never extracted a
promise about the Great Southern yet.
I appreciate the generosity of the mem-
bers living along the Great Scuthern line
in that they have not worried me much
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when perhaps they were well justified in
dong so.

Mr. Bolton: They will be having & go
al you now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Because of that penerosity they will per-
haps get some improvement earlier than
they otherwise might bave dome. Ewven
in the meantime without the additional
rolling stock we shall be able to give an
improved service when that rclaying is
completed between Katanning and al-
bany which is now in progress. We are
also relaying at the present time the line
between Mundijong and Brunswiek June-
tion. On that line also there has been
difficulty in running the service as well
as it might have been run, becaunse we had
antil some time ago heavy rails as far as
Armadale. From Armadale they were
extended to Mundijong and from Mundi-
jong we are now extending them to
Brunswick Jonetion, That work has been
going on for some months and shortly
will be completed, and we will then have
beavy rails right throngh to Bunbury,
and be able to run onr heavy engines on
that line, It is essential that we should
be able to do that becanse we have a suffi-
cient number of heavy engines, bul we
are finding difficnity in obtaining the re-
quisite vumber of lighter engines to take
ap the work on the new light lines that
have been opened up. So that it is more
profitable to re-lay these lines with heavy
rails and utilise onr heavy engines, thus
releasing the light engines now running
for work on the new spur lines that are
‘being built and opened. The expenditure
from Loan on additions and improve-
ments during the year amounted to
£220,433, a portion of which, of course,
is represented by that work I have just
mentioned. As will be seen by a refer-
enee to the printed Estimates, the esti-
mated revenue for the present year is
£2,310,000, an increase of £262,180 over
‘the actual revenne received last vear. We
are justified in estimating that increased
amount in future becaunse of the Iargely
increased yield which it is anticipated
we shall have from the coming harvest.
The estimated expenditure for the eurrent
vear is £1,678,786, or an increase over
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the actual expenditure of last year of
£162,993,

Mr. Bolton: It is costing & good deai
more to earn the increased revenue.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
It is, and that is due to several causes,

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Government,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, not the Government, because, as a
matter of fact il is purely a matter of ad-
ministration, and the Commissioner
poinis out in his report the reasons which,
in his opinion, canse this increased ex-
penditure. The new lines also have some
bearing on that extra cost. The estimated
interest for the year is £543,000, or an
increase over the actnal interest expendi-
ture of last year of £37,075. That, of
course, will be caused by the taking over
of new railways which it is expeected will
be added to the system during the current
financial year. Last year the estimate
of revenue was remarkably close, when
we take into consideration the total
amount involved, The estimate was
£2,050,000 and the amount actually re-
ceived was £2,047,520, or n difference be-
tween the estimates and receipts of only
£2,180.

Mr. S. Stubbs: A good forecast.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
It is a remarkably close estimate con-
sidering that the total sum involved was
over two millions, but we were not quite
so close with regard to the estimate of
expenditure. The estimate was £1,451,-
881, whilst the aetual expenditure was
£1,516,793, or a difference between the
estimates and the actual result of £54,912,
For one thing the interest was consider-
ably under-estimated, because of the
fact that money has been paid for re-
sumptions in the city which it was not
anticipated would be paid during the last
financial year.

Mr. Bolton: That made a lot of differ-
ence to the total expenditure,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
It is another one of the babies we have
had to nurse, because that land was re-
sumed by the previous Government, justi-
fiably, of course

Han. J. Mitchell: Your babies are all
giants.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They are, I admit, so far as the good
things of the Railway Department are
coneerned, sound, healthy giants, but the
hon, member knows that his Government
resumed a large amocunt of property in
the oity about three years ago, and pay-
ments are being made, and have been
made during the past year, amounting to
hundreds of thousands of pounds and the
interest bill hes been considerably in-
creased therehy.

Hon. J. Mitehell: How much did you
pay last year?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I have not the figures with me. A very
interesting return in the Commisioner’s
report is that dealing with the goods
earnings during the year, and if there is
one outslanding feature in the return it
is that which marks the wonderful de-
velopment in the agrieultural areas as
compared with previous years. For
instance, in connection with wheat, the
total tonnage handled during last year
was 201,467 as against 81,773 in the
previons year,

Hon. J. Mitchell: You must reduce the
freight, then?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The department’s earnings from wheat
alone last year amounted to £87,370, as
against £32,814 during the previous year.

Mr, Bolton: That is only one side of
the picture. It cost you a great deal to
do that. It is not all profit.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Not by any means. I wish it was. As
has already been pointed out we incurred
increased expenditure in earning that
money, but I only guote the figures as
indicative of a very mueh better condition
of things iIn the agrienltoral distriets
this year than in the years preceding,
and there is not the slightest possible
doubt that this year is going to see a big
improvement on last year,

Mr. 8. Stubbs: You will not be able
to handle the traffic.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I hope so. That prophecy is made
every year against the Railway Depart-
ment, but the Commissioner says that so
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far he has won every time, and quite re-
cenily he challenged the farmers to stick
him up this season. Personally, I shalf
not growl very mmuch if we do hear com-
plaints from the country as to the manner
of handling the harvest, because I shall
know that our revenue is coming in prelty
freely,

Mr. A. A, Wilson: Does the Commis-
sioner carry wheat at a loss?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Any shortages lhere have been in the past
we have decided to avoid, and in future
we will only handle goods at a profit.

Mr. A, A, Wilson: The Commissioner
puts it down to Collie coal.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
He certainly does deal pretty fully in his
report with Collie coal, as he has done
for many years past. Continning the
figures I was guoting, let me say that the
tonnage of agricultural machinery car-
ried last year was 8,162 as against 5,700
in the previous year. Those Higures rep-
resent practieally an increase of 2,300
tons in the agricultural machinery earried
into the couniry last year, as compared
with the preceding year, and our earnings
from that source were £12,712 as against
£8,833 in the year before. I do not think
I need refer to the work of the staff dur-
ing the year, The figurezs are supplied in
the Commissioner’s report, and he has
there pointed out the inerease in the num-
ber of staff employed, both on wages and
on salaries, and also the increased amount
paid by the Governwment during the last
two years. All things considered, I
think we can claim that the management
of the Railway Service has given general
satisfaction. After all, it has to be re-
membered that there is no department in
the State which is more difficult to handle.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What about the fer-
tiliser freights? Are you going to tell
us anything about them?

The MINISTER FOR RATILWAYS:
There is no need to say anything abont
that. All the information in regard to
the loss on fertilisers has been set out
by the Commissioner. As I was going
to point out, the Railway Department is
one of the most diffieult for those in
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charge to handle. On the one hand it
has the largest army of State employees
in Western Australia, some 7,000, and,
naturally, under any conditions there will
be some measunre of dissatisfaction or
complain{ amongst such a large staff.
The fact that the dissatisfaction has net
been greater shows that they have been
fairly well treated, and I claim that the
railway employees in Western Aunstralia
are better off, comparatively speaking,
than the employees of the railway de-
partments of the Eastern States.

Mr. Bolton: You have the best sample
in Australia,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I believe that is so, as it is in many other
departments. That is due to the fact
that during the last 15 or 20 years Wesl-
ern Australia has attracted to its shores
some of the best manhood, not only of
the Commonwealth, but also of some of
the older countries. They were young,
bright, enterprising, and daring spiriis
who came West during the last 20 years,
and the Government departments, in com-
mon with private employers, have
ahsorbed a fair proportion of them.

Hon. J. Mitehell: And you came with
them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
And T was not the least of that bright and
enterprising band, although I say it my-
self. On the other hand, in addition to
handling a staflf of that size, the Railway
Department comes more elosely in touch
with and affects more closely the daily
life of every citizen in the State than any
other department., With our 3,000 miles
of railways spread practically all over
the State, and having to deal with peo-
ple both as passengers and ss goods cus-
tomers, it is easy to understand that there
will be always some measure of com-
plaint. One of the difficulties we have at
the present time is to grant the accomo-
dation and facilities that are asked for.
Naturally railway stations, buildings, ae-
commodation, and services that were ade-
quate & few years ago are altogether in-
sufficient to meet the requirements of the
people at the present time; but whilst we
have of necessity to spend large sums of
money in building railways, harbours, and
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other public works and in giving access
to ports and the interior, it is only reas-
onable to ask that those who are already
provided with railway aeccommodation
should put np with some little ineonven-
ience until such time as the State is in a
position to bring a larger section of the
peeple into communieation with its ports
and its railways. Although we have becen
able to spend a considerable amount of
money in giving inereased platform ae-
commodation and other things at stations,
1 do think the general public might well
put up with the inconvenienee of stepping
from a train to the ground or from the
ground into a train without the econven-
ience of & platform while there are people
so situated that they have not got rail-
ways at all.

Mr. Lander :
America.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
That is so, and I de not think it is any
more inconvenient for a person to get
into a railway carriage with the use of
steps than it is for them to climb into
a buggy or a dray. What I have said ap-
plies more particularly to isolated or
scattered districts where the passenger
traflie is not so very great, and where
the people might be expected to put up
with this slight inconvenience. Another
matter which will probably be referred to
by hon. members is the re-appeintment of
the Commissioner of Railways at an in-
ereased salary, but I think hon. members
might well forego any remarks they wish
to make on that head while we are on the
Estiroates, as there will be an opportun-
ity lo discuss the matter by means of a
speeific motion which will come on next
week. It 15 neeessary in compliance
with the Aect for this House to ratify the
appointment of the Commissioner and
with that object in view I gave notice
this afternoon of a motion in that di-
rection. It will eome on next week and
any remarks that might be made under
the Fstimates wiil only be repeated dur-
ing the discussion on that motion, I
have a small, interesting return regard-
ing the operations of the sawmills, in
connection with the department, during
the year. The production of jarrah

They have to do it in
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sleepers was 39,708 at a value of £3,067;
sawn jarrah and scantling, . £19,907 ;
piles, poles, etcetera, and firewood,
£2,192; or a total for the year of £25,166.
The expenditure in wages and salaries
was £10,825, on material £915, and on in-
eidentals £8,928, or a total of £20,6683.
Added to that was the sum of £1,292 for
interest, leaving a profit balance of
£3206 for the year. That of ecourse
was on the market rates, and shows that
the work of that sawmill —there are, as
a matter of faet, two operating now,
the small one which was elosed down for
some time, having opened again—resulted
satisfaetorily.

Mr. Male:
sleepers ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They are for our ewn use for the Work-
ing Railways, The hon. member will
understand that the Working Railways
require a large number of sleepers every
year, and the sleepers to which I have
referred are Lthose cut at our mills.
The figures given are the estimated actual
value of the sleepers and do not indicate
money received for them,

Do you sell the scant-

Who purchases the

Yir. Lander:
ling?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We sell the scrap stuff at the mill for
firewood and we sell the scantling. The
scantling has been advertised from time
to time,

Mr. Lander :
ready sale ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
It has not had a ready sale. We have had
some diffienlty in disposing of it.

Is it commanding a

Mr. Bolion : The guantities are too
big, T believe. .

Mr. Lander : You should sell it in
trucks.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS
It is not convenient for the department
to handle it in a retail manner, and we
eould not do so unless we were to open
a depot in the City here and sell it in a
smaller way. If we cannot snecessfnlly
dispose of it otherwise, I do not see why
we should not adopt that eourse.

(24
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Mr, Lander : Would you supply it 1o
irucks Lo fariners 7 )

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
T think so.

Mr. Male :
eredit ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
With regard to the tramways taken over
by the Railway Deparitment during the
year, T need say very little, as much in-
formation of u detailled charaeter as to
what is being done and what it is in-
tended to do, was supplied by the Premier
in his Budget, therefore I do not propose
to repeat all the figures he gave. The
estimated result for the year 1913-14 is,
earnings, £115,000; expenditure, £79,750;
three per cents., £3,450; interest, £27,625;
leaving a margin of £4,175. The Gov-
ernment are perfectly satisfied with the
deal they have made in the tramway ser-
vice.

Mr. Lewis : Hear, hear.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
T have no doubt whaiever that the system
is moing to be one of the most valnable
assets in years to come which the State
possesses. , Traffic has been increasing
week by week since we have been operat-
ing the tramways. There has been an in-
crease of from £200 to £300 in the re-
ceipts compared with the corresponding
week of last yvear, and 1 believe that
when we will be in a position to give a
beiter service the receipts will still fur-
ther inerease. It was recognised, of
course, when the tramways were taken
over by the Clovernment that extensions
were required in many directions and
also an improved service, but, as has been
pointed ont already, it was found impos-
sible to do that until such time as the
new power house is in order. All the
contracts have been let and work in con-
nection with the foundations is now
going on. Nexi year some time we shall be
able to place a large number of additional
cars on the roads and extend the ser-
vice in many directions in whieh it is re-
quired at the present time and make du-
plieations as well. ‘

Mr, Male: TIs not the power house
going into the bottomless pit with the
septic tanks?

What terms, three years’



2602

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS:
The power hounse is all right.

Mr. Harper: They are driving piles
for il

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Tt is the latest approved method of lay-
ing foundations for that elass of -work.
The power house is going 1o he built
on piles. A large number of piles have
to be driven and coated over with con-
erete on top.

Mr. Bolion: The Opposition eaunot be
expected to understand evervthing.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I have read in some sections of the Press
eriticisms with regard to the operation
of the trams sinee they have been taken
over, and I think a good deal of it is
based on insufficient knowledgze or else
prompted by a desire to belittle any-
thing that is under State control.

Mzx. Lander: It is inspired.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I say emphatically that the service since
the Government took it over has been
better than ever it has been in ths lis-
tory of the tramways. From the 1st Tuly
this year to the 31st October, a period
of three monihs, there have been 507,555
car miles run as against 460,577 for the
corresponding period of last year. If
we run in a period of three months
46,978 miles more than was the ease
last year, that is surely an indieation
that a more frequent or better service is
run than before. One eritic even went
so far as to complain that it seemed to
be a good thing for the Railway Deparl.
ment in that officers of the Railway De-
partment in any way eonnected with the
tramway service were receiving an addi-
tional £1,000 a year, because £1,000 was
down in our Estimates in that directinx,
entirely oblivious of the faet, of course,
that the £1,000 is paid to the credil of
the Railway Depariment for services.
and the officers coneerned in the con-
duet of those services are not receiving
any additional remuneration in econnec-
tion with them. The tramway figures for
the quarter ended 30th September lLave
already been published, but they are
worth repeating, The gross reccipts
were £27,279, cost of working £13,939,
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or.net earnings £13,340 during that quar-
ter. We have placed eight new ears on
the line since we have taken the serviee
over. In faect, they were on the lines
a few weeks after we took over ihe
system, as after the Government liad de-
cided te purchase it the constrnetion of
ten new cars was put in band =zt the
workshops. I do not mean to infer that.
there are an additional eight ears on the
lice, as tiie new ones enabled us to take
some of the older cars off for iepairs
they w.re badly in need of.

Mr. Harper: T bope you will not have
ary more of the same pattern built.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I thirk i{hat »cme more room might be
given in tbe future. They seem {o be
somewhat erumped for room in thgse cars.

Mr. Folev: You have to take a long
breath when getting in.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Two bogie ears complete, of the “Wash-
ington-New York” type and design, have
been ordered from the United States of
America, and will arrive at Fremantle
shortly. They are the latest type used in
New York, and we are really purchasing
ikem to see how they will suit onr traffie
here in Perth, and if we are satisfied,
then additional ears of that kind will be
obtained in the future. They are known
as the long grille ear, and the opening
and exit are from the centre and will
save much time compared with the pre-
sent style of ear, as, with the latter,
before persons ean enter they have to
wait until those inside get out and then
the stream pours in. But with the new
car which we are getting people can be
entering on one side at the same time
as people are alighting, and a good deal
of erushing will be avoided, They have
been specially recommended by those in
a position to judge of them, but we did
not get more than two in the first in-
stance, as we desire to see them in actual
use before spending further money on
them,

Mr. Foley: If they are a sueceess, is it
your intention to have the rest made
here?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
It is the poliey of the Government to
have all rolling stoek that ean possibly
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be made in our own State constructed
here. e have pursued that policy
since we have been in office, bnt in re-
gard to rolling stock, particularly en-
gines, we had to send to the Old Coun-
try as we had not the space to build
them in our own workshops, but the ex-
tensions under way in the workshops are
nearing completion, and in the fuiure it
iz to be hoped we will be able to con-
struct all the rolling stock we require in
Western Australia. We certainly have
the skilled Jabour necessary to turn
out rolling stock equal, I think, te
that which can be turned out in anv other
part of the world. I do not wish to take
up the time of the Committee further.
I shall perhaps have an opportunity of
saying a few words again after I have
heard the remarks of hon. members. T
now submit the Estimates for the year
to the favourable aftention of the Com-
mittee. '

Mr. 3. STUBBS (Wagin): Taken as
& whole the management of the railways
in Western Australia was very good
indeed. Tn connection with the spur
lines it might be well to remove an
impression that might be gained from
the Minister's remarks. The Minister
quoted figures to show the approximate
loss on those spur lines. The Com-
missioner of Railways pointed out that
only & few of them paid in the first
year or two, The fact, however, should
not be forgotten that these lines produced
& big traffic for the trunk lines, and it
was hardly fair to credit the trunk
lines with the earning of all the money
and then put a loss down to the spur
lines. If all these spur lines were losing
concerns. as they appeared to bs on
paper, it might be questioned whether
any Government would be justified
in going on with the work of constructing
new ones. More credit should be given
to these lines and less attention shounld
be paid to showing the lossss incurred
on them, for the reason that it might
appear to outsiders, especially those
upoen whom we depended for the money
wa required for the building of these
railways, that they were not the success
that was clalmed for them. A great
amount of money had been spent during
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the past two or three years in hauling
water. It was unfortunate that the
Minister for Works was not in his place,
for he would like that Minister to know
that thousands, if not tens of thousands
of pounds, had been spent in recent years
in that direction along the Great Southern
railway, whereas with the expenditure
of £30,000, streams of water two miles
long, s chain wide and 20 feet deep,
could have been tapped for railway
purposes. The quality of the water was
excellent and yet the department had
been obliged to haul water night and
day from almost in the vicinity of Albany
to Nerrogin,

Mr. O’Loghlen : That has not o¢curred
this season,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Perhaps not, but
it might happen again next year. The
previous Administration borrowed money
with which to build & line of railway
to tap those streams to which he had
referred, forming part of the Arthur
River, but that money up to now
had not been spent, although Parliament
lagt year passed a measure for the
construction of & railway which would
pass right alongside these pools, and
across them in more than one place.
If the Government could start that line
at once there need never be eny fear
of a shortage of water or the necessity
to haul it over long distances, as had
been the case during the last two or
three years along the Great Southern
railway. This matter was of such im-
portance that it should not be lost sight
of, and the Minister on inquiry would
find that the staternents he had made
were correct. The Minister for Reilways.
in answer to an Interjection earlier in
the day, said that the increased expend-
iture in the Railway Department was
largely due to the fact that the Govern-
ment had increased the wages by la.
a day. There was not one member
who would raise any protest against
that.

Mr, Lewis: What @id the leader of
the Opposition say the other night ?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: The leader of
the Opposition did not state that he
was against these incresses which had
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been given to the wage earners in the
railways.

Mr. O’Loghlen :
been published.

Mr. S. STUBBS: But one could not
believe everything that appeared in the
Press. He had known the leader of the
Opposition for 20 years and had had
business relations with him. Very often
one heard the man in the sireet character-
ise the hon. member as & sweater ;
but he (Mr. Stubbs) denied that there
was any foundation for such a staternent,
for, having been associated with him
in business for so long, he had never
heard the leader of the Opposition once
suggest that it was his desire to pay
a8 man an unfair wage.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What does he mean
when he condemns the heavy expend-
itwre in the railways and says it was
due ot those increases ?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Without giving
away any eecrets, or wishing to bring
the Minister into conflict with any of
the station masters or responsible officers
in the department, he desired to say that
he had heard complaints from men
holding high positiong in the railway
service to the effect that the engine-
drivers and other men c¢onnected with
the service were drawing higher wages
than were those who were ¢omplaining.

The Minister for Railways: Who has
& more respongible position than the
engine-driver ?

Hon. J. Mitchell :
Railways, of course.

Mr. S. STUBBS: Did not a station
master in charge of an important station
hold a very responsible position ?

Mr. Bolton: No station master, if
he is in charge of a big station, gets
less than an engine driver.

Mr. S. STUBBS: A man hoiding, a
high position in the service had stated
that there were those in the service
occupying less important positions, with
not such an amount of responsibility,
earning better wages, and this man and
others had declared that that kind
of thing was not an incentive to them
to give their best energies to the service.
There was no desire that he (Mr. Stubbs)

The statement has

The Minister for
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should be misunderstood, He was not
advocating low wages, and as long as
he lived he would maintain that high
rates should salways be paid, because
if that were not done it was known that
the country was not prosperous. The
point he wished to make clear was that
certain responsible officers seemed to
think that their inereases had not been
ay proportionately high as those of men
holding less important positions in the
gervice. These men had not complained
to him with the idea that he should
ventilate the matter in Parliament, but
he was just wondering ' whether that
was the point the leader of the Oppo-
sition might have been referring to.
It was to be hoped that the Minister’s
estimate of railway revenue would be
greatly exceeded. There was no doubt
that every effort would be made by the
department to cope with the heavy
traffic which would be earried over the
reilways in the shape of grain during
this season. It was his belief that this
year would see the end of the losses that
were being shown by the spur lines,
and he hoped as years went on, these
lines, which were not now paying in-
terest and sinking fund, would become
highly profitable. He hoped the Minister
would recognise the claims of all the
officers from the highest to the lowest,
snd he commended the foresight of the
Minister in propesing to inerease the
salary of the Commissioner, beeause in
Mr. Short we had a man who was second
to none in Australis Bo far as railway
management was concerned. Mr. Short
had the interests of his work at heart and
would do his very best, and if Parliament
agreed to the increase the State would
not lose anything by the action.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you think we
will get better results ?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: A man could not
do more than his best, but if he was to
have added responsibilities it was an
incentive to him, if his salary was in-
creased, to give his best to the State,
end as the general tendency was to in-
orease wages in the railway service, the
officers holding the higher positions,
in addition to the Commissioner, should
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not be lost sight of. It was his intention
to support the Railway Estimates gener-
ally and he hoped that next year would
geo a far better profit than had been the
case in the last year or two, attributable,
as hon. members knew, to the conditions
not having been favourable. As years
went on, however, he predicted that
Western Australia would produce more
grain and carry more over the railways
than any other State in the Common-
wealth.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE (Katanning): It
was his desire briefly to refer to one or
two matters in connection with the
Railway Estimates. He felt proud to
know that the operations of this great
department had increased to such an
extent during the past year, and that
there was every promise of that increase
being more than maintained during the
forthcoming year. When one analysed
the railway revenue and expenditure for
the past year, one could not but be
impressed by the great operations of the
department, and also by the fact, as
pointed out by the Minister, that profits
over and sbove working expenses and
sinking fund had been greatly decreasing.
Of course there were reasons for it,
but as we had gone pretty fully into
some of those reasons when the Estimates
were under discussion last session, it
was hardly necessary to agein refer to
the matter, excopt to say that it behoved
the Minister and the menagement of the
department to see that a good return
wus given for the expenditure incurred.
Last year he had referred to inaction
and want of interest shown by some of
the staff. He was pleased to say, from
observations made during the past year,
that there had been some improvement
in this respect, clearly showing that it
only required proper treatment and the
sympathy of all members of Parliament
in placing before the employees in Gov-
ernment departments the responsibilities
which they owed to the country. to
have those responsibilities ¢heerfully
met. He was pleased to notice that it
bhas been possible during the year to
improve the condition of the station-
masters in some of the larger centres.
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Quite & number of them had been brought
within the operations of the eight-hour
gystern. There were no harder worked
men in the service than some of the
station-mesters at out-lying stations,
It was not to be expected that all thess
stations could be brought within the
eight-hour system in one operation. No
doubt as the stations increagsed in
importance the department would see
that justice wes done and that men
in sueh responsible positions would not
be called upon to work excessively long
hours, which all would admit endangered
the travelling public. One point in the
report of the Commissioner of Railways
occasioned him grave concern. It had
been referred to by the Treasurer in
his Budget Speech when forecasting the
broposed increased rate upon fertiliser,
There was no more suicidal policy than
that embodied in the proposal to increase
the freight charged for the carriage of
fertiliser. It had been proved over
and over again that 90 per cent. of the
land under cultivation in this State
required fertiliser to ensure a ecrop.
Therefore it was madness for the depart.
ment to propose to further handicap the
agriculturist by increasing the cost of
fertiliser, one ton of which would give an
increase of from three to five tons of
produce to be carried over the railways,
If the Coramissioner of Railways was not
getting & direct return from the corriage
of fertiliser he was getting it indireectly
through the increased produstion brought
about by the use of that fertiliser.

Mr. Bolton : The inereased cost cannot
mean more than £1 in & season.

‘Mr. A. E. PIESSE: In this pro-
posal the department was making a
great misteke. No good ¢ould come from
the inereased rate.

The Minister for Railways : Does the
hon. member think that wealthy farmers,
established for 20 or 30 years in the older
settled districts, should have their fer- .
tilisers carried at an actual loss to the
department ?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: Even to carry at
a loss & commodity that would further
increase the productiveness of the soil
and ensure & certain return was good
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policy. Ewen if the fertiliser were carried
for nothing it would certamly ensure
an indirect return.

“The Minister for Railways: Extend
that argument and we will be carrymg
averything free.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: By carrying
fertilisers cheaply the department was
helping to improve the productiveness
of the soil and secure an increased ton-
nage of grain, whereas the placing of a
further impost on fertiliser wonld mean
running the trucks back empty. The
Commissioner also stated in his re-
port that s less had resulted from the
passenger traffic on the railways, In
the circumstences one might have
thought that befors the Government
proposed to increase the freight on
fertilisers they would have increased the
passenger fares, Surely that would have
been a more satisfactory way of making
up the difference. instead of penalising
an industry which was going to further
jncrease the traffic on the railways.
In his report the Commissioner of Rail-
ways had said—

Taking one-third of the “ Mixed ™
train mileage as run solely on aceount
of passengers, and adding it to the
exclusively ‘‘ passenger ” train mile-
age, the earnings from fares on the
total so arrived ab represent 52-63d,
.per train mile for the year ended
on 30th June, 1913. During the same
period the cost of working amounted
to 64-30d. per train mile over the
whole system. The net result of the
prssenger service shows, therefore,
o loss of one shilling per train mile in
cost of working alone, and without
caleulating the interest charge, which
amounts to 21-60d. per train mile.
The Minister for Railways: Does the

hon. member suppert an increase in
passenger fares ?
' Mr. A. E. PIESSE: If the Minister
" could show that it was not possible to
reduce the cost of management, then
he would have to meake ends meet by
increasing something. The Minister had
not told us what he proposed to do in
regard to this. Either working expenses
must be reduced or revenue brought up.

[ASSEMBLY.)

It was gratifying to know that the
agricultural produce had meant so much
increased revenue during the past year.
He hoped that with the prospects of an
improved harvest the Commissioner would
have a busy time, and that before the
end of the present financial year the
department would show a good profit
on the year’s operations.

Mr. B, J. STUBBS (Subiaco): While
it was not his intention to say anything
in regard to the railways he desired to
make & few remarks in respect to the
tramways. The action of the Govern.
ment in taking over the tramway system
had been araply justified, for already
necessary preliminaries had been tran-
sacted which would mean an enormous
extengion of the tramway system
throughout the metropolitan area. He
could endorse the Minister’s complaint
of the carping oriticism which had
appeared in the newspapers since the
Government took over the service, and
in which every little detail had been
warmly criticised if it did not happen
to meet with the approval of every
member of the public. Those people
who had been contending that the
service on our tramway system was not
8o good since the trams had been taken
over by the Government either knew
nothing whatever about the metter or
else they were actuated by ulterior
motives. As a continual traveller on
the tramways he was convinced from
personal observation that we had now
a better mervice than had previously
obtained. Not c¢ontent with mere ob-
servation he had made enquiries from
the proper source, snd found that on
every route in the metropolitan area
there had been a large inerease in the
mileage. In his opinion that was a
complete refutation of the criticism
which had been indulged in. On the
financial side, also, we could not fail
to be gratified. The Minister had given
us the figures for the September quarter,
from which it was learnt that the balance
of receipts over working expenses
amounted to £13,340. On the capital
expenditure, namely £475,000, that figure
worked out at approximately 11 per
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cent. per annum, assuming that the
rate of profit would be maintasined for
the year. Undoubtedly that was a
very sdtisfactory position, and when we
realised that the extension of the tram-
way system, together with the institution
of penny sections, was going to greatly
increase the traffie, it would be admitted
that we could confidently loock forward
to an enormous increase in the tramway
revenue.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 to 7-30 pom.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Prior to tea he
had been expressing disapproval of some
of the criticisms levelled at the tramway
service sinee it had been taken over by
the Government, but he wanted to admit
thal there were one or two little matters
that really gave cause for eriticism, and
which he believed had been responsible
for those people who had been led to
eriticise going further than they were
justified in doing. The abolition of the
sale of tiekets on the trams in favour of
a system, firstly of selling the tickeis at
a central depot, and later at various de-
pots along the tramway route, undonbt-
edly had been a great inconvenience to
the publiec.

Mr. Underwood :
yet?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: No, but it was
to be hoped that the new system would
shortly be abolished.  Being convinced
in his own mind that the people were
paying the full fare rather than go to the
ineonvenience of purchasing tickets at a
central depot he had asked a question a
few days ago relating to the matter. In
reply he had been told that for the week
prior to the alteration of the system the
value of the 2s. 6d. per dozen tickets sold
on the irams had been £548 9s. 7d., whilst
for the week prior te his asking the ques-
tion the value of the same tickets had
been only £368 16s. 4d., or & drop in value
of £177 13s. 3d. Those fizures proved
conclusively that the travelling publie,
who in the past had received a conces-
sion of 6d. per dozen by buying a dozen
or more tickets at a time, were forfeiting
that concession because of the inconveni-

TIs it not abolished
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ence of being compelled te go to a cen-

tral depot. He trusted that the Minister
and his expert officers would see the
necessity for restoring that little conces-
sion to the public, large numbers of
whom were continually travelling and
were good customers of the system, Only
those travelling constanily on the trams
purchased tickets, and it was a recog-
nised prineiple in all forms of business
to allow some concession to large cus-
tomers, The same principle was good in
connection with the tramways. In reply
to another question which he had asked
regarding the scarcity of workmen’s
tickets on trams, he had been told that
such scarcity might have happened in iso-
lated cases. Half a dozen cases had been
brought under his notice of conductors
on the early morning cars being without
workmen’s tickets and the workmen, in-
stead of getting a return for threepence,
had been obliged to pay threepence for
the single fare. Only a litile eare was
required to see that the conductors were
supplied with ample tickets, so that the
workmen would continue to get the con-
cession they had enjoyed in the past.
With regard to the eondition of the tram-
wayv track, he admitted at the outset that
those condueting the sysiem had justice
on their side in this matter, The rails at
the present time were in a state of great
disrepair, and many of them were prae-
tically worn out. Anybody could see
that, and to put down a proper roadway
between the rails would be false economy
until such time as new rails were put in,
but something should be done, There
was a great deal of loose meta) along the
route, especially on the Hay-street route
to Subiaeo, and only twelve months ago
the Bubiaco council had gone to enor-
mous expense in tar-paving the whole of
the roadway alongside the track within
their district, thus making a first-class
roadway. The centre of the track be-
tween the rails now stood in marked con-
trast to the remainder of the roadway he-
canse of the enormous amount of loese
metal (o which he had referred. Whilst
he did not desire the Government to go
to the expense of making that roadway
good, and then having to pull it up in a
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short time in order to put down new
rails, he hoped they would find a way of
putting the frack in better repair,
The Minister for Mines: That applies
to only one line. ‘
Hon. J. Mitchell: To all lines.

Mr, B. J. STUBBB8: The condition of
affairs which had been deseribed counld
certainly be seen by anyone who travel-
led on the trams between FPerth and
Subiaco. Another matter he wished to
refer to was the new style of cars which
had been introduced by the Government.
The Minister had already mentioned the
matter, and he believed it was the inten-
tion of the department not to bave any
more of that class of car. There might
not have been so much objection to the
cars if they had been made a little longer,
but the passageways for entrance and
exit were certainly far too small, whilsr
the eompartments at either end for
smokers were altogether inadequate.

_ Mr. Holman: They would be all right
if vou took the seats ont,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: At the present
time if two persons above average height
were sitting opposite each other there
was no room for ‘their legs. The space
for the metorman was also totally in-
adequate, He was jammed up in a little
cabin where he had not the free use of
his arms to properly manipulate the
wheel.

* Mr. Male: Was that car the Minister's
idea?
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The Minister

would not be likely to saddle himself with
the responsibility for that car. The car
would not be so bad if it contained suffi-
cient room, The design was a good one,
* provided the ears were made more spac-
ious. Let the ear he made longer, the
space in the smoking compariments in-
ereased by 18 inches or two feet and the
entrances and passages widened, and the
ear wonld be a good one. It had to be
recognised that some provision had to be
made in nearly every ear for smokers.
There were people who smoked continu-
ally. . :
"Mr. Male: Tt onght to be abolished.
Have local option!
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AXr. B. J. STUBBS: The hon, mem-
ber could undertake that job if he chose,
but he (Mr. Stubbs) would not. He had
not previously heard any advocacy of
loeal option in regird to smoking. Mem-
bers must realise that some style of car
must be designed which would make pro-
vision for those who desired {o smoke on
the car, and if any other design of car
could be invented which would give that
accommodation it would be weleome.

Mr. Layman: Is there anything
wrong with the ear barn, beecause that is
the only part of the business you have not
condemned ?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There was a lot
of the system which he bad not con-
demned. He gave credit to the Govern-
ment for the increased efficiency in man-
agement, which was the only possible way
in which the increase in revenue could be
explained.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Increased mileage.
Forty-seven thousand miles in three
months must inerease the revenue.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: There was no
doubt ihat the superior management was
responsible for the increased profits on
the trams. and the Government had faced
the position of giving a better service so
far as the power at their command would
allow. They had run a greater mileage
on every route in the metropolis, and it
was ouly the limited power at their dis-
posal which prevented them putting on
more cars and giving a better serviece than
there was to-day. He trusted the matters
he had referred to would receive the con-
sideration of the Minister and his offi-
cers, and that they would remove those
few little pinpricks which were causing
annoyance to the public and which un-
doubtedly were the means of starting
criticism which went further than was
warranted.

Hon, J. MITCHELL (Northam}): The
hon. member for Subiaco nsually proved
in the end a pretty good apologist for the
Ministry, and in that regard he always
admired the hon. member’s consistency.
When the hon. member set ont to eriticise
the Minister’s control of the trams he had
hoped that something might have been
heard from bim which would have in-
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duced the Minister to do something more
than he was doing, He appreciated the
Minister’s methods of introducing busi-
ness to the Committee. The Minister for
Mines invariably gave the Committee a
fair and frank statement of the position,
and his handling of his Estimates this
afternoon had been no exception to the
rule. He assured the Minister in all sin-
cerity that members appreciated that atti-

tude. Members were in Parliament to
transact business,  That could only be
done properly when they had a clear

statement of the business before them.
The Minister had referred first to the cost
of the Railways, and probably that was
the proper way in which to bring the mat-
ter before members, because, after all, the
cost of the various works was all-import-
ant to the general discussion of the rail-
ways and tramways, and the management
of both. The Minister had told the Com-
mittee that there was 2,854 miles of rail-
ways open. In 1910 the mileage of rail-
ways open was 2,145 and the increase
since that time has been fairly rapid.
In 1911, 231 miles of railway had been
buiit, and in 1912, 222, a little less, as was
to be expected after the ¢hange of Gov-
ernment, whilst in 1913 256 miles had
been added to the system.

Mr. Bolton: You say there was an in-
crease under the present (Fovermment.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That interjee-
tion was hoped for by him because he did
not know whether he could refer to the
Marble Bar railway of 114 miles built
during the time of the Wilson Govern-
ment and included in the 256 miles.

The Minister for Railways: But it does
not include the two big lines now nearly
ecompleted.

Hon. J. MITCHELT: It did not in-
clude anything nearly eompleted or any-
thing just about to be hegun. It was
good solid work acecomplished and handed
over to the Minister. If he attempted to
discuss lines to be built or apened the
Chairman would hring him up with a
round turn, as would be done in the case
of other hon. members. We had £11,377.
000 mvested in our railways in 1910.
money which had to carry interest. That
was increased by £642,000 during the year
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1911-12, and that €642,000 meant an in-
erease in train mileage of 231 miles. It
bad been said that no hon. member
should use figures which he could not
commit to memory because it was impos-
sible to expect others to remember more
than one could carry in bhis own mind,
but one must wse figures when discussing
the Estimates. During 1912, 222 miles of
railway were built, and the increase in the
total cost of the railways was £1,214,000,
which represented an increase of nearly
twice as much as the inerease of the pre-
vious year with nine miles less of rail-
ways laid. No wonder the Minister found
it diffienlt to make both ends meet. TIn
the next year we increased our total loan
expenditure on railways by £1,680,000
for an inereased mileage of 256. As a
matter of faet the increase for every train
mile of railway in 1911 was $2,778, which
rose to £5,468 in 1912 and £6,562 in 1913.
This included, of course, the rolling stock
and other expenditure.

Mr. Lewis: Which had been starved
for years.

Mr. Bolton: Your figures do not say
much if yor do not make that explana-
tion. '

Hon. J. MITCHELL: On every oc-
casion he was fair to the Minister. He
wanted to show what had been expended
from loan funds in this conneection, and
how much heavier the task now was
owing, in his opinion, to considerably
more extravagance on the part of the
people responsible for railway construe-
tion than the Minister should be eom-
pelled to face. In 1911 the Wilson Gov-
ernment spent £218,481 on improvements
and additional rolling stock, and in 1912
£746,000 was spent from Joan funds in
this connection. He was bound to say
that a great deal of the money was money
used to pay for rolling stock ordered by
the previous Administration. The rolling
stock had to be paid for. A thousand
{rucks were ordered by the ex-Premier
which the present Minister, when he came
into office, had to pay for.

The Minister for Railways: And new
engines.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, new engines
were ordered by the previons Government.
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The Wilson Government realised that
more rolling stock would be needed and
ordered it, and the present Minister had
to pay for it.  During the next year
£728,500 was spent on rolling stock, and
no doubt this rolling stock was abso-
lutely necessary, Having made these de-
ductions it would be found that our rail-
ways were cosling a great deal more than
in the past.

Mzr. Gill: And they are managed better.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, they were
nol. How easy it was to say that sand
ballast put down by the present
Minister was better than broken metal
used by the previous Administrations on
suburban lines. How easy it was to assert,
and how hard to prove. During the year
1910-11 the additional cost of railways
for every actual mile of rails laid down
was £1,335. Durning the next year under
the present Administration the additional
cost was £2,108, and last year it was
£2,811.

The Minister for Railways: Where did
the hon. member get his figures from?

Hon., J. MITCHELL: From the Min-
ister.

The Minister for Railways: Yon are
speaking now of the cost of construetion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
had brought down a certain statement,
and he was not dealing with the cost on
which interest had to be paid. He was
showing that the expenses were so much
greater than they were in the past and
that it was largely dne to the extravagance
of the present Governmenf., He wanted
to make the admission that the Marble
Bar-Port Hedland railway was ineluded
in 1913, and was an expensive line and of
course added a little to the figures, but
nothing like £1,000 which was the dif-
ference between the Wilson Government'’s
railways and those construeted during
1813. Tn making that deductien he had
reduced the mileage to 150 instead of
reckoning 250 which it was claimed had
been provided. He wished to point avt
to the publie that the additional cost was
enormous, and that by reason of this ad-
ditional cost the Minister’s expenses
would not be limited to this year but
would be additional for all time. That
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was a mafter to be regretted. There was
another item which required a little ex-
planation. If hon. members turned up
the railway figures on page 27 of the
Monthly Absiract for September, they
would find an amount of £231,671 ap-
parently contributed by revenue towards
the permanent investment on our rail-
ways, That shm of £231,671 was &n
amount econtribated by previons Govern-
ments. From 1907 till June, 1908 contri-
bution was made year hy year with the
objeet of renewing, repairing, and reno-
vating rolling stoek. It was not expended
and the money had since been used for
new rolling stoek. When these figures
went to the public they would imagine
that the present Government had taken
£231,000 from the vevenue and invested
it on our raitlways, That was not the
case, because this money had been lying
to reserve fund and was taken into ae-
count by the present Minister. He did
not know quite how this bad bappened,
whether it was a small book-keeping en-
try or whether the money was actually
thera and had been spent by the Minister,
but he would like an explanation regard-
ing the transaction. The Government had
boasted from time to time that they had
expended large sums from revenue, and
presumaby this sum represented fthe
amount. The publie ought to know just
what had bhappened in this connection,
and they ought to be aware of the fact
that previons Governments had eontri-
buted this money. The Minister had
rightly referred to our ever-inereasing
interest bill. It now reached the respect-
able total of half a million a year. Be-
fore the Minister could make any other
payment he was hound to find £505,000
for interest alone. Two years ago it was
£403,000 so that it had inereased by
£102,000 during the administration of the
present Government. This of course was
an important matter to the users of our
ratlway lines, because it had to be a
charge against earnings for all time, and
all interest must come out of passenger
fares and railway freights. He had men-
tioned the avérage additional eost of rail-
ways because he desired to show later on
just .what it actually meant. He did not
wigh to state too often that there had
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been exiravagance, but he feared there
had been; otherwise the additional cost
would not have been thrust on the people.
The utmost care should be exzercised in
connection with the building of new lines,
Lines should be fairly and substantjally
laid, and the cost should not be added to
by alterations after the lines were handed
over as had been the case in the past.
This did not refer only to railways laid
by the present Government. As long as
the railways were constructed by the
Works Depariment, so long would the
Railway Department make application
for money to improve the lines. If the
Works Department put down a loop, the
Railway Department contended that it
was short and that they must have an-
other. If the Works Department put
down round sleepers the Railway Depart-
rment said they wanfed square sleepers.
The bettér way if railways were to be con-
tructed by day labour would be to allow
the Working Railways to undertake the
work under the supervision of the Works
Department. This would be far more sat-
isfactory. He did not think that day
* labour had proved satisEactory under the
present Administration, It was far more
satisfactory under the previons Adminis-
tration. It sometimes happened that the
workers took some little advantage of the
present Government when they were lay-
ing rails, and so the cost was added to.
It would be very much better if the Gov-
ernment let some of the railway constrae-
tion by eontract in order to have a check.

Mr. Foley: You mean it wonld be bet-
ter for the contractors, do you not?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Whether it was
hetter for the contractors he did not eare,
so long as the Government got a better
deal. This added cosi by reason of the
present method was a tax for all time
against innocent people who should not
have lo bear the burden, the farmers, the
coal miners, the timber getters, and other
people of the Stale. This Hoeuse had not
determined that day labour was to be the
system, As a matter of fact the Mini-
ster himself had said that the results were
not always satisfactory.

Mr, Turvey: Yonr views do not agree
with those of the Engineer-in-Chief, Mr.
Thompson,
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: The views of
the Engineer-in-Chief as expressed to the
Minister for Railways did not eoncern
him. They would probably be different
from those expressed to another Mini-
ster,

Mr, Turvey: That is a nice statement
to make regarding a publie servant.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There was a re-
port from the Under Secretary for Lands
who agreed with something which from
his (Mr. Mitchell’'s) point of view was ab-
solutely wrong, being done by the present
Minister.

Mr, Underwood: Do you think the
Commissioner is not loyal to the Mini-
ster?

Hon. J, MITCHELI,:: The Commis-
sioner was not being referred to by him.
What he had said was that the Engineer-
in-Chief was too loyal, and would pro-
bably agree with the methods of the pre-
sent Minister.

Mr. Underwood: T do not think he is
foyal, either.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Engineer-
in-Chief, and not the Commissioner of
Railways was being discussed by him.

Mr, Underwood: I will give you him
in, too.

Hon, J. -MITCHELL: The Commis-
sioner of Railways was absolutely loyal.
He considered that these officers were too
loyal.

Mr. Underwood: I do not. :

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Minister
should nse his common sense as he was
expected to do. Tt was not for hon. mem-
bers to attack the officials, but the Mini-
ster. If the Minister liked to put up with
officials of whom he did not quite ap-
prove, that was his own concern. He
should be able to build railways as
cheaply &s in the pasi. If he could not,
we would turn the Minister and his eol-
leagnes out, that was all. It was not a
question of what Mr. Thompson said
about it. He (Mr, Mitchell) knew MMr.
Thompson well enough (o know he was
a good and trustworthy officer, but knew
his views varied a bit, and would sooner
have the Minister’s honest, frank admis-
gion of the position than any officer’s.
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- Mr. Turvey: Mr. Thompson has laid
it down that he ean construet cheaper
under day labour,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Mr. Thompson
niight be a good man under a good Mini-
ster, but under a bad Minister it is dif-
ferent. The present Government spent
nearly £1,000 a mile more upon their
railways than their predecessors spent.

Mr. Bolton interjected.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon, mem-
ber for Sonth Fremantle was too aggres-
sive, but he was much obliged to him for
his interjection, When Mr. Wilson was
Minister for Works, he bought his rails
at a much lower price than was the case
now,

Mr. Underwood: Did be buy throngh
the Tender Board?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber bonght his rails very much cheaper
than was the case now.

Mr. Underwood: Did the Tender Board
buy them?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Mr. Wilson
bought them. The question of buying
rails was all part of the work. The
Narrogin-Wickepin line, built under eon-
tract, cost £1,416 per mile, the Newecastle
to Bolgart line (econtract), £1,859, and
Coolgardie to Norseman  (contraet}.
£1,569, .

The Minister for Railways: How ecan
you make comparisons, the work mav have
been extra?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Ther¢ was an-
olher line, that from York to Nunajin.
The first section, York fo Greenhills, was
laid at a cost of £3,115, before our time.
Mr, Wilson built the next section from
Greenhills to Quairading at £1426 per
mile, contract. The present Minister for
Works came along with an improved
method and spent £2,000 a mile to go
from Quairading to Nunajin. Under the
present Minister the work on this line
cost, roughly, £600 more than Mr. Wilson
spent; of course the present Minister did
his work by day labour. The previons
Administration did day labour jobs, too.
for the railways, in fact, be thonght we
started the day labour system. The pre-
vious Administration helieved in both
systems, letting the officers supply an
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estimate and calling for tenders, and if
the tenders were considered reasonable
the contractor was allowed to take the
risk and build the line, and if the Gov-
ernment thought the contract too muech,
we took it on by day labour. ‘Chat was
absolutely a fair system to the State, and
one which could not be described as any-
thing but good, as there was a perfect
check. The previous Administration
built the Donnybrook te Boyanup line,
day labour, at £1,554 a mile. Jarrahwood
to Nannup, day labour, at £1,688, Colltie
to Narrogin, 58lb. rails, day labour,
£2,701, Katanning to Kojonup, day la-
bour, £1,196, and Wagin to Dumbleyung,
day labour, £1,153. Contrast that with
the Northampion-Ajana line, which eost
£2.066 under the present Minister under
the day labour system.

Mr, Rolton: Is it a fair eomparison?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of eourse the
cuttings on that line made it a little more
expeusive, but when we went from £1,153
to £2,066 we wanted a bit more for our
money. He was endeavouring to show
to the Committee that the present day
labour method was not the day labour
method of the past Administration. Under
the past Administration we got cheaper
lines, and under the present Administra-
tion we got dear lines with the same
system.

Mr. Foley: Is there the same super-
vision 7

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Under the con-
Lract sysiem the Tambellup-Ongernp line
was built for £2,022, and that was com-
pleted during the administration of the
present (overnment, and he thought
barring the Quairading to Nunagin line,
which cost £22 less, it was the cheapest
line they had built. This was under the
contraect system. Hon. members said
probably the State got better work now,
but of course we had the same sleepers,
the same rails, and probably the same
ballast.

Mr, Underwood: Tt is no good talking
“prohably” when you do not know.

Han, J. MITCHELL: As a matter of
faet he did not know whether they had
sand bhallast or gravel from Greenhills to
Quairading and Nunagin, but when he
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saw there was a margin of £1,000 to come
and go upon, one would say we were not
spending anything like that amount on
additional assets. The point he wished to
make was that the Minister should build
lines as cheaply as the past Administra-
tion did, and mix contraect with day
labour as we wixed them. These figures
wounld probably interest hon, members as
he did not think they had had an oppor-
tunity of comparing them before. He
had taken a considerable amount of
trouble to look them up and assured the
Committee that they were aceurate. To
get away from the cost of railway con-
struction, which was of course of interest
in this debate, he wonld like to deal with
the working of the railways. Mr. Short’s
report was very interesting indeed and
full of detail. Mr. Short was very frank
in connection with every detail of his de-
partmental work. For the year 1910-11
there was a revenue of £1,844.419, ex-
pendiinre £1,216,447; net profit, £224,441.
Last year the revenue was £2,037,853;
expenditure, £1,506,600; and the profit
had dwindled down, notwithstanding the
increase in revenue, to £25,328. The
earnings were £193,000 higher in 1912-13
than in 1910-11 and the cost £290,000
mere. The Minister would have uns be-
lieve he had pgiven it all to the workers,
The Minister knew full well that he (the
Minister) bad given something like
£72,000, according to Mr. Short, in addi-
tional wages, and the rest of the £200,000
had gone in some other way. He (Mr.
Mitchell) felf it was not wages alone, but
slightly reduced effort and more men em-
ployed on the railways than were em-
ployed before. This was to he regretted,
He, in commor with most members, be-
lieved that wages should be goed, but the
effort should he fair,

- Mr. Underwood: What about applying
that to the highly paid civil servants, who
do not get to their offices until 10 minntes
past nine, and go out again——

The CHATRMAN: Order |

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Would it be
possible for him to move for leave of

absence for the hon, member for Pilbara
for the rest of the session?
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Mr. Underwood: You get on to these
men, hever mind the navvy,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was not cor-
rect to say be was getting on to anyone,

Mr. Underwoed: You were getting on
to the navvy.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: That statement
was not correct. and he protested against
it, as he bad not singled out anyone.
There were 6,951 persons employed on
the rallways two years ago.

Mr. Underwood: You try your clerieal
men, give your eclerical men a chance.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Would the
Chairman give the hon, member for Pii-
bara leave of absence?

The CHAIRMAN: One hon. inember
should address the Chair at a time, and
at present the hon, member for Northam
was speaking.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: Now 7,750 men
were employed. It might be, of course,
that men working on the mills and at
re-laying were ineluded in this number,

The Minister for Railways: Not
casuals who are re-laying.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: A thing he be-
lieved in was good wages, and he believed
many of these men were not getting too
much when they got 9s. & day. Railway
men often had to work under conditions
which were worse probably than those of
anyone else. They had to put up with
mueh discomfort. Before the past Ad-
ministration left office, the now leader of
the Opposition had determined that there
should be some increase, but he (Mr.
Mitchell) eonfessed it was not expected
to give 1s. because it was thoaght the
increase would be spread over the service
and all should benefit. It was, however,
intended to give some inerease to the
wages men. As a matter of faet, the past
Administration did increase wages 15. a
day on those paid by the previous Gov-
ernment without losing our profit, beeause
we gol greater interest in our work. We
brought the minimum up from 7s. to Bs.

Mr. Bolton: You did not, as the mini-
mum was 7s. 6d.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We brought it
up from 7s. to 8s.
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Mr. Bolton: I deny that. You did hot.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber could sny be did not.

Mr. Bolton: You know yourself it was
7s. 6d.

Ar. Lewis: Yes, il was 7s, UG,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon. gentle-
men had just got into Parlimment and
talked about things which happened long
before they came,

Mr. Bolton: I have been here as long
as you have.

Mr. Underwood: The hon. member for
South Fremantle has been here as long
as you.

The CHAIRMAN: These interruptions
must cease,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: At any rate, he
was under the impression that the whole
of the staff were raised to the minimom
of 8s. with the exception of boys.

Mr, Lewis: They were not.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The past Ad-
ministration increased wages without
losing their profit. 'Why could not the
present Minister do the same?

The Minister for Railways: You in.
creased wages only a few weeks before
the elections and had not time to get the
result,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Might he tell
those gentlemen who knew so much that
we increased the rate of pay to a mini-
mum of 8s. years ago.

The Minister for Railways: Two weeks
before the elections,

Mr, Bolton: I wonder that Providence
does not intervene and stop the hon.
member.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The increase re-
ferred to by him took place years ago,

The Minister for Railways: The hon.
member’s Government inereased the mini-
mum from 7s. 6d. to 8s. only a eouple of
weeks before the elections.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Without Lhe
slightest fear of econtradiction, he said
we had increased the minimum from 7s.
to 8s. vears before.

Mr. Lewis: T was on a deputation lo
the leader of the Opnosition a fortnight
before the elections, when he granted
the 8s.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Another matter
which be desired to kmow something
about was why the Minister was employ-
ing 700 more men when the increase in
the gross earnings was only £153,000.
Did this number inelude all the people
employed, or merely the men on wages?®
It was a point which required some ex-
planation, There was no objection to
the incrensed wages, but we ought to
get increased interest from the working.
Whilst the increased minimum wage was
paid to a certain class, the other men in
the department were veglected, and when
the Minister had £70,000 to distribute,
he shonld have considered every grade.
There were some station masters who re-
ceived less than the men who were serv-
ing under them. That was because the
station masters did not get overtime and
the other men did. .

Mr. Layman: And they get less per
hour for the work they do.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Tt was known
that the Minister was applying the eight
hours’ system to the station masters and
putting on additional meo here and
there. But this work on the stations was
light and twe men would be capable of
doing it, if they got inereased pay.

Mr, Underwood: Why did not your
Government pay them better?

HMon. J. MITCHELL: The party to
which he belonged would pay them bet-
ter some day or other. The Opposition
were entitled to criticise the methods of
the Government and to offer suggestions,
and hon. members opposite should not
resent the eriticism. The inereased ex-
penditure over the earnings was a seri-
ous matter, and on account of that we
had been told that the Government were
going to increasc freights on Collie coal,
on the farmers’ fertilisers, and in small
ways here and there. It might be pointed
out that the excess of gross earnings over
working expenses per average mile
worked in 1910-11 was £275, whereas for
1912-13 the figures were £198, a differ-
ence of £84. This was a tremendous
drop and ealled for an explanation from
the Minister, How was it that the earn-
ing power per train mile had fallen so
mueh when there was an increased rev-
enue?
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The Minister for Railways: Higher
prices for coal, for one thing.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Collie coald

The Minister for Railways: Newecastle
coal as well,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: If Newcastle
coal was respoosible for this difference
of £84, we had better resort to Collie
conl.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There had been
many bush fires, but these had been attri-
buted, not so much to the coal as to the
defective spark arresters on the engines.
It was a serious matter to burn the coun-
try, and the Minister should give some
attention to it. Quite recently a number
of fires liad occurred and the Minister
would find that he would have to pay.

The Minister for Railways: We will
not pay.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
had boasted that the revenue of the de-
partment had exceeded two millions sterl-
ing. That was a wonderful achievement,
and we ought to be proud of it; it onght
o be the forerunner of a reduetion
rather than an inerease in the freights.
There was also inereased iuterest to the
extent of £66.000, and the inereased
wages would mean a good deal, but there
was something wrong with the state of
Denmark when we found thai the gross
earnings were higher and the profits were
so mueh less. The additional cost of
rolling stock and the improvements ef-
fected on the various lines in the way
of laying heavier rails and the running
pf heavier engines should mean the bhaul-
age of bigger train loads and & reduced
cost of working.

The Minister for Railways: We were
not able to get the benefit of that last
vear,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We expected
from these increased facilities better re-
sults and a rednetion in the freights.

Mr. Male: No possible hope.

The Minister for Railways: Do not
be so pessimistic,

" Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Minister
declared that we had lost £48,000 on
spur lines, .but it might be pointed out
that the system of caleulating the earn-
ingz of these lines was absolutely unfair,
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If a spur line brought a load in over a
distanee of 30 miles, and tbat load was
carried 300 miles on a permanent line,
the spur line was credited merely with
the earnings over its actual length. There
was nothing allowed for the faet that
the spur lines had produced the traffie.

Mr. Bolton: It wonld be carried over
the main lines in any case.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The system of
ealculation was not fair to the people

who used the lines nor to the country

which contribnted the whole of the
£48,000. The Minister had told the Com-
mittee that 200,000 tons of wheat had
been carried on these new lines, and that
the additional revenue which had been
veceived ‘'had been largely the result of
the operation of these new lines. The
Minister, therefore, knew that the earn-
ings of the spur lines should, in fairness,
be credited with the whole of the profit
made from the {raffic they produced. Mr.
Short in his report said, ‘It must also
be bhorne in mind that the statement i
prepared as thongh each separate distriet
railway were a separate entity, as no
satisfaclory method of erediting such
lines with a proportion of the revenue,
which they add to the main line traffic
reeeipts, has jet been discovered.” Mr.
Short there admitted that he had not
been able fo discover a fair method of
crediting the spur lines with a reason-
able preportion of the profit they carned.

Mr. Gill : Tt is computed on the same
basis as in previous years.

Tlon. J. MITCHELL : That might be
g0 but s0 much had never before been
made of the loss. The previous Govern-
ment never had a loss to cover up.

Mr. Gill : Yon kept it back so that
ne one would know,
Hon. J. MITCHELTL : The achieve-

tent was a splendid one for no one ex-
pected the spur lines would de as much
as they had done. No one dreamt for a
moment that on these 20 lines the loss at
this stage in the history of our develop-
uent would be only £48,000. The amount
was more than covered by the additional
traffic conveyed to the main lines. The
Minister, when discussing these ' spur
lines. said that we had a preat many miles
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of them and very few people. The Min-
ister surely did not mean thai we had
enongh lines; it was our duty to go on
with the system of the construction of
these railways antil the whole of the
South-West was served. The Minister
would find, when he had completed a
scheme of railway building, that he would
not be losing very much, that in fact a
profit would result from the added mile-
age. :

The Minister for Railways : We have
io bear in mind the mileage opened and
the population served.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Minister
produced a statement showing that the
number of people to each inile of rail-
way was lower in this State than in any
of. the other States. That was only be-
canse the people here were more active
and energetic. If 108 people here conld
make a railway pay against 340 in New
South Wales, that did not convey any-
thing against our people. The Hongrary
Minister was bringing oui enother thous-
and people in a few days and that would
give the Minister an opportunity for fur-
ther railway development. We had to
remember that & big traffic was provided
for our railways by the timber industry,
as well ag by the firewood indusiry, and
that last vear we carried 280.000 tons of
wheat and flour, and we conld well af-
ford te build railways in the country
where {liere were broad acres to be sel-
tled: Tt was surprising to hear the Min-
ister nse the argument that we had too
few people to each mile of railway line
tnid.

The Minister for Railways : T did not
say we should stop building lines. I was
merely drawing attention to the fact that
we have less popnlation per mile of rail-
waY.

Hon. J. MITCHET., : Tt was pleasing
to have the assurance of the Minister
that thers was no intention to stop the
building of railways. Of course it was
necessary to develop the land adjacent
to the railways as speedily as possible,
and with this end in view he believed that
agrienltural bank advances should be
cheerfully and generously given. We had
the Minister boasting of increased traffie,
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and straightway we were to have in-
creased freights, Surcly increased traffic
should mean decreased freights. In New
South Wales in 1900 the average cost of
varrying goods was 1%4d. Tn 1907 it was
1id., and in 1900 it was down to 1d. That
was a very material reducetion due to in-
creased tonnage earried.

The Minister for Railways : And in-
creased population; for the tonnage fol-
lows the population,

Hon, J. MITCHELL : No it was due
to inereased tonmnage. That reduction of
50 per cent. in nine vears represented
a material benefit to producer and con-
sumer aliice,

The Minister for Railways : At the
present time they are increasing rates
by Tl per vent.

Hon, J, MITCHELL : Apparently the
more we carried the more we lost. That
was a point to whieh the Minister should
give special attention., We had carried
320,000 tons ntore than in the previous
year, and our profits were down £80,000.
This sort of thing should not continue.
Of conrse the railways should not be
nsed for revenue making; but we were
entitled to get freights reduced as we
produced more traflic. We ought to have
from the Minister a definite statement
about the rertiliser freight.  Withount
fertilisers farming could not be carried
on. Every ton of fertiliser earried would
spread over 30 acres of land and result
in 10 or 12 tons of additional produce
being earried. Without fertiliser the
land eonld not be used at all. If we ecould
carry fertiliser free it wonld be a good
mvestment from the point of view of
the Minister, because the more fertiliser
used the greater the traffic.

The Minister for Railways: If we car-
ried the people free we would have more
traffie too.

Mr. Bolton: That is a fair argument.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It was not a fair
argument, Feriilisers were carried over the
railways in order to make the land pro-
duce a greater tonnage for the railways.
What was required was to encourage peo-
pte to use fertiliser, by giving the cheap-
est possible freight. The previous Admin-
istration bad redunced the freight on fertil-
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iser in the realisation that it was & gZood
business proposition.

The Minister for Railways: It was but
n small thing inn those days,

Hoo. J, MITCHELL: Even so. it had
peen more diffienlt to do then than it was
now, because every ton of fertiliser meant
80 much increased freight. There should
ve no increase in the freight on fertilisers.
indeed the Minister shounid bring about a
uecrease if anything, because it would
venefit him and his' railways as nothing
eise could. The Minister ought to tel!
the Commiitee frankly what he intended
to do. It was not necessary at this stage
1o address oneself to the question of in-
ereased coal freights, because the member
ror Collie (Mr. A. A. Wilson) conld do
thal very effectively. In New Souib
Wales the grain rates for a distance of
80 miles was 0s, 6d, as against 8s. 1d.
m Western Australia. The Minister
would realise that that represented an ap-
preciable difference. For a distance of
150 miles the rate in Western Australia

_was 10s. 8d.,, and in New South Wales
8s. 8d. or a difference of 25, For a dis-
tance of 300 miles the rate in Western
Australia was 17s. as against 10s. 6d. in
New South Wales,

The Minister for Railways: lo youn
think New South Wales a fair compari-
son? They get coal there for 10s. a ton.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: As already
pointed out, increased traffic meant re-
duced freights in New South Wales, and
1t should mean the same here. In the days
of small things the freight in Western
Australia was naturally higher, but we
had arrived at a period of bigger things
and the freight shouwld be proportionalely
reduced. The Minister should give
special consideration to this subject.
The Minister had told us that cheap
coal was obtainable in New South
Wales. We had coal in Western Aus-
tralia also, and the price was somewhere
about 10s. a ton. It was pleasing to see
that the Commissioner of Railways had
been reappointed. In his opinion £2,000
a year was not a bit too mueh. There
were many senior officers in the depart-
ment who were doing well, and whose
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salaries had remained stationary for
many years past. However, we would
bave an opportunity of disenssing the
question of salaries when the Minister
brought along his motion,

Mr. Gill: You have been condemning
their administration all the time.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: No; he had been
dealing with the work of the Minister all
alony. Hon, members claimed that they,
and not Mr. Short, had put ap the
wages, that they and not Mr. Short
had given better conditions. Yet now
they were prone te say, “blame Mr,
Short.” Could anything be more
ridieulous? The railway officials had
always been very attentive, and ke
agreed with the Minister that we had a
very good staff indeed. Just the same he
did not agree with a good deal that had
been done, and he doubted whether it
was necessary that the Minister shoula
have so many refreshment rooms all about
the country. The Minister had put in a
good many of these rooms during the last
year or two. Some of them were qnite
nhnecessary, and meant nothing beyond
additional delays to the trains. He did not
agree with the idea of the Minister in en-
deavouring to make as much revenue ns
possible out of these refreshment rooms.
The Minister let the right by tender, irres-
pective of whether the tenderer was the
most satisfactory man to hold the room,
and altogether irrespective of the comforf
of the travelling publiec. A great many
of these refreshment rooms were very
well run indeed, but it was no credit lo
the system under which the Minister let
them. :

The Minister for Railways: Why?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Becanse the
Minister made the people pay too much.
At Pinjarra some time ago a tremendous
amount had bheen paid for the refresh-
ment room right. Then the trains were
altered, and the man who had the refresh-
ment room must have last a great denl
of money by the alteration.

The Minister for Railways: I have not
altered the system since vour colleagne
was thera,
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Hon, J. MITCHELL: No, but the Min-
ister had gone one better and provided
more refreshment rooms and insisted on
a better price for them. In regard to the
tramways, be noticed that the capital cost
was now £497,000. The system had been
purchased for £475,000 and the cost was
now £22,000 more than bad been antici-
pated. Was this due to the fact that
Ministers had made a bad bargain and
arranged with the company that they were
to be paid either in cash ox debentures at
the option of the company? Did this
£22,000 represent the eost of raising the
£475,0009 Did Minisiers pay in cash?
If so, this was a monument to their want
of capacity. It was £22,000 absolutely
wasted becanse the agreement was wrong.
He did not suppose the Minister for Rail-
ways had much to do with it, but it seemed
to him that the bungle ought to be ex-
posed. In every other Government agree-
ment the Government took the option fo
give cash or bonds, but in this particular
agreemeni the company had been given
the right to take cash or bonds. And ap-
parently they had taken the cash, and Min.
isters eould ouly raise the cash st a dis-
count, which had cost £22.000, an immense
sum absolutely flong away becanse the
agreement had not been rightly drawn.
The Minister might explain why it had
been necessary to pay £22,000 more than
the original price. Only a day or so ago
be had noticed that the Treasurer had
raised money at £97 on 4 per cent. infer-
est, added to which was the cost of raisinz,
some H0s. or thereabouts, and six months'
interest. The member for Subiaco had
righily said that the iram roads were in
bad repair, and that the cars were in-
different, Certainly the new ears were
uncomfortable, The road was in had re-
pair, and clearly we had made a bad bar-
gain. The public were asking for re-
duced fares, The Minister had told us
that he was ruoning more trams, and in
his (Hon. J. Mitehell’s) opinion they
were being run more conveniently for the
public. However, the people were look-
ing for reduced fares, but he was afraid
they would look in vain, because this
£500,000 did not represent tram service.
He had seen some of the rails stripped
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the other day; they were in an awful con-
dition,

The Minister for Railways: We are go-
ibg to spend £10,000 this year on repairs,
and will still show a sabstantial prolit
on the deal.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Before the lines
were in satisfactory working order the
Minister would require to spend a great
deal of money. Of course it was easy
to show a profit on a fare of 3d. for a
short i-ide, but it was not satisfactory
to the people, and the people wanted re-
duced fares,

The Minister for Railways: Reduced
freights, reduced fares everywhere, and
yet you want to know why the profits are
not greater.

Hon., J. MITCHELL: We had acquirsd
a secoud-hand plant and second-hand
rails, and the Minister would have to
spend an enormous amount of money be-
fore the system was put into working
order,

The Minister for Railways: It was the
best deal ever made for the Siate.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Everything
was tbe best deal, according fo Ministers,
although as a matter of fact every deal
they bhad made was a bad one as far as
he knew. However, he had no wish to
discuss the tramways further. The pub-
lic bad them, and he hoped the Minister
would make good use of them. The Min-
isler had some timber mills. It was in-
tevesting to hear that the Minister had
made a profit on these mills. It was still
more interesting to hear the Minister say,
in reply to an interjeetion by the member
for Kimberley, that this profit was
merely a book-keeping entry. The Min-
ister had charged up his timber to his
own departmeni, gnd the Railways bad
paid for it. OF course it was very easy
to make a profit in that way. No doubt
the Minister had compared the price of
the sleepers he had eut with the price
charged by the hewers. The Minister had
a great deal of money invested there.
However, that mill had not been erected
by the present Governwent, but by the
previous Administration,
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The Minister for Railways: And even
now it is no good because we are in
charge.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The previous
Government had put the mill up because
they found it necessary to cul timber on
their own reserve. He was only object-
ing to the Minister’s method of showing
a profit. He wanted to know if the Min-
ister still had intact the 750,000 acres re-
served for railways, and if so did he in-
tend to hold that area for railway pur-
poses?

The Minister for Railways:
I know.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Minister
ought to know. It was most important,
and there had been disquieting rnmours
abont the reduction of that area. It was
necessary that the Government should
keep timber for themselves. The railways
would need sleepers for all time, and this
area had been set aside for railway pur-
poses, Parliament could not, under any
Aet, make the area more secure than by
handing it over to the Government, be-
cause it eould not be made a Class A re-
serve, but the Minister should say that
he would not allow an acre of that land
to be let to anybody, or alienated, or
leased in any way. The ent area should
be protected and the young jarrah should
be cared for. This mill had been put into
the best jarrah forest in Western Aus-
tralia because the Government needed a
lot of timber for the railway, and if the
benefit of that timber was needed any-
where it was needed by the railways. The
Minister should be able to cut sufficient
sleepers to have a year’s supply ahead,
and so store the sleepers for at least a
year before they were put down, Tf the
sleepers were allowed to season they
would last mueh longer than the green
sleepers he was now compelled to use, Tt
wonld be a good idea if the Minister
would instrnet the department to stop all
relaying while they ent a year’s supply if
they were unable to overtake the demand.
With the new lines that were being built
and the relaying of others, it was diffi-
eult to get a sufficient store of timber
to enable the seasoning to be carried out,

So far as
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but it was komown now how necessary
seasoning was. He believed that the sea-
soned jarrah would pay a dozen times
over for the money that wonld be lying
idle while the Minister was waiting for
sleepers to become ready for wse. He
hoped the Minister would teli the Com-
mittee how he proposed to deal with those
reserves. (Qf course members wcere eon-
cerned to have those reserves held for
railway purposes for all time; they were
concerned too, about the question of re-
ducing raitway freights to the farmer on
the increased tonnage the department
was handling, and they were further con-
certed not to have the fertiliser freights
increased, not altogether beeanse of the
interests of the farmer, but becanse of
the intevests of the State and of land de-
velopment, The Minister expected that
his trams would show a profit during the
coming year, and perhaps they would. He
hoped the trams would run as smoothly
as the Minister said they would, but he
rather thought that the department was
going to have a rough time with them,
and he ventured to say that the publie
would not be satisfied unless they received
a better and cheaper service. However,
that was a matter for the Minister to
consider. The trouble wonld only be for
the next ten months, and after that he
supposed a Liberal Government would be
able to do a bit better.

Mr. BOLTON (South Fremantle):
The member for Northam had opened
his remarks by complimenting the Minis-
ter on the manner in which he had intro-
duced his Estimates. The hon. member
had been justified in throwing that
bonquet at the Minister, and he had fol-
lowed up that remark by stating that he
alzo had gone to a great deal of trouble
in getting out his figures. He had spent
a hard day on those fizures, and those
metnbers who had heard the hon. member
speak would agree that it took a good
deal of thought to get out such statisties,
but the diffieulty was that one conld not
make the hon. member’s figures tally.
That was quite nsnal with the hon. men-
her,

Hon. J. Mitchell: You always get ont
of trouble by abusing somebody else.
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Mr. BOLTON: There might be cause
for abusing the hon, member before the
speech was concluded, but he had not
abused him yet. A cursory glance at the
report of the Commissioner of Railways
should not be sufficient for the hon, mem-
ber to build ap a mass of figures; he
should go a little deeper.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Where was I wrong?

Mr. BOLTON: Here was one particu-
lar in which the hon. member had been
wrong: he had asked the Minister to ex-
plain how it was that 700 additional men
were eniployed by the Commissioner, and
he had remarked that it was laxity of
effort on the part of the men which
made it necessary to employ that addi-
tional 700. Such a remark was unworthy
of the hen, member, although that sort
of thing seemed to have been his trouble
all this session. If the hon. member
would look at page 12 of the Commis-
sioner’s report he would see that only 443
additional men were employed.

Hon. J. Mitchell: T took the two years.

Myr. BOLTON: And the hon. member
would have said that he had referred to
four years if his critic happened to be
dispuiing his figures for two years. The
member for Northam had further stated
that the additional profit was only
£153,000, and that there were 700 exira
men to earn that profit, showing that
there was laxity of effort on the part
of the employees. On the very same
page from which the hon, member ob.
tained his figures these remarks were
made by the Commissioner—

During the year ending the 30th
June, 1913, 7,907 men were on the
average employed throughout the whole
of ihe period, contrasted with 7,464
persons during the preceding year.
On the basis of the average mileage
worked, 2.84 persons were employed
per mile compared with 3.8 in 1911-
12,

And yet the hon. member stood up and
said that additional men were required
to work the railways for the compara-
tively small additional profit of £153,000,
because the men would not do as mueh
work for the present Government as they
had done for the previous Government,
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whilst the very page from which the
hon. wember had taken his figures con-
tained a statement that the number of
men employed per mile last year was
less than ever before. It was absurd for
the hon. member to talk in that fashion.
Then the meruber for Northam had pro-
ceeded to show that there was a differ-
ence of £1,000 per mile in the eost of
railway construction under the present
Government, compared with the cost
under the Liberal Government, and when
asked if the same engineer was in charge
of construction then as now, the hon,
member had not replied. The hon. mem-
ber had quoted a few railways which had
been built at a eost of from £1,100 per
mile upwards, But he had forgotten to
say that on those railways there had been
provided no facilities, no railway sta-
tions, no railway yards, and not even
ramaps to load wheat. The hon. member
knew that under the previous Govern-
ment there was one eontinndl outery for
added facilities on those cheaply built
lines. As a matter of fact both sides in
politics had complained repeatedly that
the lines were being built far too cheaply.
The then Government were merely build-
ing lines without ballast or anything
else.

Mr. Monger called attention to the
state of the House; bells rong and a
quorum formed.

Mr. BOLTON: The call for a quorum
had interrupted the pointing out of the
extraordinary figures used by the mem-
ber for Northam when he said that there
was nine miles less railway built in 1912
as cowmpared with the vear when the
Wilson Government reigned, and yet the
eost had been donbled. The hon. member
had explained that in 1911 £218,000 had
been spent on rolling stock and repairs,
in 1912 £746,000, and in 1913 £728,000,
and he had gone on to say that the pre-
vious Governmeni bad heen able to eon-
truct railways at from £1,100 per mile.
The hon. member had forgoiten to say
that no faeilities whatever were provided
on those spur railways. Both parties in
this House at the time of the inaugura-
tion of the system of light spur lines
and ever since had been eomplaining that
it was absurd to just simply lay rails on
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a sand bed without ballast, sidings, ramps
to load wheat, stations, or any other
facilities. Al that was being done was
to lay the rails, and the difficulty was
that whilst they were able to overcome
for a number of years the appeals of
the settlers for some facilities, the time
came when those facilities had to be pro-
vided, and the difference between the
£218,000 in 1911 and the £746,000 in
1912 was explained by the fact that the
present Government had given the facili-
ties for which the settiers had been ask-
ing for so long. It was absurd to say
that there was a difference of £1,000 per
mile in the construection cost of the rail-
ways built under the previows Govern-
ment and the present Government respec-
tively. The hon. member had claimed
that during the reign of the Wilson Gov-
ernment the average cost of the railways
built had been £1,800 per mile, and under
the present Government £2,800 per mile,
taking into account the increased mileage
opened each vear, and yet that £1,000
per mile, which the hon. member said
was additional cost, was now attached to
the construction of new railways. When
asked if he meant that it cost £1,000 per
mile more to construct railways lo-day
than it had done under the Liheral Gov-
ernment, the hon. member had replied
in the affirmative, and then when some
other member interjected he had replied
that of course there were rails and fas-
tenings to buy and it took an expert to
buy them,

The Minister for Works: Some of the
new lines are standard lines,

Mr. BOLTON: Of course, but the
member for Northam would not admit
that. The hon. member had quoted some
railways as bhaving been built for just
over £1,100, bni some of the new lines
that had been built were already stand-
ard lines.

The Minister for Works: Yes, some
are built with 60lbs. rails.

Mr. BOLTON: And even those lines
which were essenitially agrienitwral spur
lines had been equipped with facilities
which had added to the construction cost
of those lines. On the lines built
by the previous Government there
was never a

ramp to load wheat,

2621

but such conveniences had been pro-
vided by the present Government;
vet they were told that those things did
not come into consideration at all, and
that railway construction was costing
under the present Government £1,000 per
mile more than under the previous Gov-
arnment. Doubtless, if one ¢ould have
taken a note of the other figures used by
the hon. member they would have been
found to be equally absurd.

The Minister for Works: He could
have said £2,000 per mile; he lei you off
lightly.

Mr. BOLTON: There was a remark
by the hon, member for Katanning to
which he desired to refer that the margin
of profit was decreasing year by year,
and the hon. member asked why, It was
because of the very pathetic appeal that
the hon. member for Northam had put
forward asking for further facilities and
for further reductions. This was laking
place from January to December, not
only so far as this year had gone, but for
a number of years past. There had been
o continual appeal from farmers to as-
sist them further. The present Govern-
ment had done remarkably well in the
matter of assistance given to the farm-
ers, and still they were like Oliver Twist
erving for more. Yet lon. members won-
dered why the margin of profit was de-
creasing. The hon. member said that
either the cost of operating would have
to go down or that passenger fares would
have to go up. Yor a long time he had
advoeated the single journey lickets, and
he believed this would be a selnfion of
the difficulty. In other places one could
not get such a thing as a return railway
ticket. A single journey ticket had to be
taken, and this had proved very effectnal
in gaining more revenue. The time was
coming and had perhaps arrived, when
there wonld have to be a slight inerease
in the passenger fares paid, but in the
first instance he believed it would cost the
Government next to nothing to introduce
the single ticket system, and that from
this source there would be a considerable
inerease of revenue.

Mr. Allen: It would be taken out of the
people’s pockets,
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Mr. BOLTON: It would have to be
taken out of the people’s pockets in order
to be put into the people’s pockets.

Mr. Lewis: And it would do away with
sealping.

Mr. BOLTON: The people’s railways
were used for that purpose. Many retnrn
halves of tickefs were not used by the in-
dividuals who purchased them. 1f only
this evil were overcome something would
have been accomplished, It was not fair
to assume that a balf of the price of o
return ticket wonld be the price of a
single journey ticket. There would natur-
ally be a little additional charge because
at the present time a single fare cosl more
than a bhalf of a return ticket.

Mr, Lewis: It is more than the whele
of the return fare.

Mr. BOLTOXN : That was not right, and
he could offer no explanation of the hon.
member’s statement. This was a sugges-
tion which was well worth considering.
Though it might be an innovalion so far
as this State was eoncerned, it was in
operation elsewhere. One other matter
referrcd to by the hon. member, and also
by the hon. member for Northam was the
suggested increase of freights on fertili-
gers. He really thought that little would
have been heard from the Oppesition on
this point. Surely to goodness the idea
of fertilisers being ecarried at low rates,
and the appointment of seed wheat
boards, and so forth, were designed to
give the slruggling farmer a chance to
get over hie diffienlties. What did it
mean lo a struggling farmer and even
to one who could not make ends meet?
e would not have to pay more than an
additional sovereign a year in order to
pay the proper rates on fertilisers; a
sovereign would cover it all. It was not
so much the struggling farmer who, per-
haps, was not as eareful of his peunds as
the St. George's-terrace farmer with his
10,000 to 20,000 acres of land who was
complaining. There should be no opposi-
tion to this; it was a fair charge for the
carriage of fertilisers.

Mr, Harper: The hon. member knows
the farmer cannot afford more.

Mr. BOLTON: There were men who
could not make ends meet, but he would
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never believe that an additional sovereign,
and in many instances less than that,
would be the last straw on the back of
the farmer. The men with the big lots
of land who counld afford to pay the pro-
per rates, and who in some instances were
buying big quantities and harnding it out
to smaller farmers, these men, together
with the agents, were the people who were
eomplaining, and not the small farmers.
The Government gained very little from
the increased freights, but every little
helped, and all that the Government had
done for the farmers should at least
prompt their representatives in this
Chamber not to whine so much about the
inerense which was perfeetly justified,
samall though it was, The Minister
pointed out that the increased earnings
for this year amounted to £153,000.
While that sounded satisfactory the next
item was not quite so satisfactory. The
increased earnings amounted to £153,000
and the inereased expenditure totalled
£162,000. It was eosting more to earn
the revenue on the railways to-day and
it was gradually costing more than it had
done in the past. 1f the farmers’ friends
eonkd elaim that climatic conditions had
prevented them from making the pro-
gress whieh they should have made during
the past few years, the Government could
surely make the same claim. If the fore-
cast of the erop this year turned out to
be anything like eorreet, he believed the
farmers would be over their difficulties.
Tt had been said several times this ses-
sion that the Governmeni would not be
able to handle the coming harvest on the
railways. The way in which it was
handled last year was a credit to the
Railway Department, and judging from
that he believed they would have no diffi-
culty in handling it this year. Although
the harvest forecast represented a very
big increase on previous years, the les-
son which the Railway Department
tanght to croakers last year should keep
them quiet nrtil they had reason to make
complaints,

Mr. Harper interjected.

Mr. BOLTON : Tt was definitely stated
two or three times in this House that the
Government would never be able to
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handle the harvest. The hon. member
for Wagin mentioned it that evening,
and althongh he stated that last year they
were successful and he was optimistie
enough to believe they would be suecess-
ful this year, the statement was reiter-
ated by the hon. member for Northam.
Night after night this statement was
sent forth

Mr. Male: What does the Minister for
Works say about it? He could not take
the Commisioner’s word for it, and so
appointed a commission to see if it eould
be bandled at Geraldton.

Mr. BOLTON: What application that
had to the subject under diseussion he
could not see. Several hon. members said
that the railway staff was of the very
highest eclass. We bad every right to
claim that Western Anustralia possessed
the best railway staff in Australia. The
reason, he believed, lay in the faci that
the men joined the railway service as
young men and were frained to make
thoroughly good men. When we had
voung men joining the service and serv-
ing 10 years, 15 years, or even longer
periods, it followed that they must be
competent men and were well deserving
of the increases they had received. While
we had men like these the management
eould boast of their ability to handle the
traffie, but if we did not have a competent
staff it would be impossible to handle the
traffie.

Mr. O'Loghlen :

The Commissioner

savs he i3 not getting a return. Is he
right 7
Mr. BOLTON : In his opinion the

Commissioner was utterly wrong. Pro-
bably the Commissioner was guided by
subordinate officers, some of whom were
by no means in sympathy with the in-
crease of wages granted to the lower
paid men., The question of handling the
harvest was referred to by the Minister
when he said there were 27 additional lo-
comotives. Yet the hon. member for
Northam pointed ont the additional cost
per mile under the present Government.
Twenty-seven additional locomotives, all
of whieh had o be paid for by the pre-
sent Government, and which were prob-
ably ordered by the previons Administra-
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tion, who had kept their fignres down to
£218,000 against £746,000 spent by the
present Government.

The Minister for Railways : There are
about 830 new engines.

Mr, BOLTON : That was why it was
absolutely unfair for the hon. member
for Northam to refer to the disparity in
the figures, There was one feature which
was by no means satisfactory, and of
which he hoped the Minister would take
a note. In regard to these 27 new loco-
motives, to make sure of overcoming
a difficulty which had been experienced
with a shipment of locomotives a few
years ago, an expert was sent to England
to supervise the construction of these
engines. That expert went to England
to snpervise the construction in order to
prevent boiler tronbles that had oceurred
in connection with nearly every en-
zine which had bheen imported into
Western Australia. It was claimed,
and there was a good deal of
truth in it, that the water supply for
locomotive boilers bad been the cause of
the tronble, but in this instance in less
than 12 months some of the new engines
imported had had to go in for boiler re-
pairs, and what was somewhat disgrace-
ful where the referruling of tubes was
necessary it was found that all the tubes
were too short to enable the referruling to
be done, and new tubes had to be put in.
Perhaps the Minister knew nothing about
this, but he would find ihat the state-
ment was correct, and was worth at least
some inquiry. After baving gone to the
additional expense of sending a man
Home to supervise the ereetion of the
boilers to prevent further trouble, within
nine months one engine at Northam was
taken in for boiler repairs, and when the
tubes were taken out for referruling in
order to prevent them from leaking none
of the tubes could be nsed again. It had
been the same old trouble year after
year. For five years he had occupied a
position of having to run frial trips on
all new engines and on engines that had
been overhauled and he had some little
knowledge of this subjeet. One of the
greatest {roubles which the Railway De-
partment of this State or of any other
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had had was in regard to water for use
in locomotive boilers. This was the rea-
son why water had to be earted from
Perth to Fremantle in order to supply
the engines there; there was no suitable
water at Fremantle.

The Miuister for Works :
now, .

Mr. BOLTON : Yes, but for many
years il was lecessary to run water
trains. The hon. member for Wagin
stated that if the Government had spent
£30,000 on the Wagin-Darkan railway
they could have obtained a good supply
of water from the Arthur River, and
could have saved an expenditure of tens
of thousands of pounds on the earriage
of water. [t was highly probable that
the water in the Arthnr River wounld
have been found to be unsuitable for lo-
comotives. 1t was easy to understand
that any sort of water would not do for
locomotive purposes and high pressure
boilers. There was little water which
was suitable. It was necessary to have
the best water, soft rain water, and then
only could the best life be got out of the
locomotives. Kven the scheme water from
a catehment area had heen a soorce of
great trouble to the Railway Department.
Certain suggzesiions had been made with
a view to improving the water for these
boilers, but up date nothing bhad been
done,

The Minister for Works :
improved now.

Mr. BOLTON : There was room for
improvement. The question of the loss
on the spur lines had been referred %o,
and he did pot intend to waste many
words on it. The bald fact remained as
the Commissioner had pointed ont, that
there had been a loss of £47,788. It was
all very well to say it was unfair to
load the spur lines with the loss beeause
they were only allowed the revenne re-
ceived from the starting to the finishing
point of the spur line, Ti was claimed
that some portion of the main line re-
venue should be credited to the spur lines.
But if the spur lines were never built the
farmer wonld be earting his produce 15
wiles to the present main line, and if by
laying down a spur railway the farmer

There is

It has been
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had -only to cart for a distanee of Etwo

miles and on top of that he required a
pereentage of the revenue to be allocated
to the spur line, beeause the produce
went to Albany or Fremantle as the ease
might be, it was unfair. The Commis-
sioner was right in saying that he had
not discovered o proper means to allocate
the revenue received from spur lines,
but he did nét say what the hon. member
for Northam said he did. The hon.
meruber for Northam said th: Commis-
sioner’s remarks were to the cifect that
no frir method had been diseoversd. 'Lhe
Comunssicner said nothing of the Xind,
berause it was a mere matler of Jevree.
As a matler of fact, the man was carting
his wheat a less distance bezause of the
spur lmme and much of the revenue re-
eerved could not be allocated. e (Mr.
Folion) nuoticed that thera nad been a
big development on the south-western dis-
triel railway, and he noticed at the pre-
sent moment that there had heen addi-
tional staff stations and a great number
of. crossing loops. ‘That partienlar vajl-
way could have been built cheaper than
any railway in Western Australian be-
eause it would have heen a duphieation.
The light rails conld have been left
down for the time being and heavier
rails run alongside for at least two or
three sections, A number of crossing
loops would be a far greater cost than
the added cost of laying one or two sec-
tions in the manner indicated. They were
replacing the 45lb. rails with 60lb. rails,
hat it would have been cheaper to have
laid a line of 80]b. rails for a consider-
able distance, leaving the existing line
there while the traffic was heavy. It had
evidently been thought best to pull up
the 45lb. rails and replace them with
60lb. rails and put in a nnmber of eross-
ing loops, but that was going to be a big
expense, and it was going to cost a lot
of money to keep that South-West line
going. It was worthy of a better ser-
vice than it was geiting, and berause of
its paying nature it should get some
attention. He wonld like {o have seen
his suggestion carried out in preference
to pulling up the 45lb. rails. He found
that the little ount-station known as
Robb's jetty, which was among the very
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top in its receipts of revenue, in fact,
it eame abont seventh on the list for the
State in the matter of revenue, having an
increase of £4,405 from last year and
£15,161 compared with five years ago,
had two dog boxes for the staff to do
their work in. He referred to the wat-
ter, not from any parish pump stand-
point, but because a station that was
responsible for adding £25,000 annually
to the revenue should have for its staff
of four something better than these dog
boxes to work in.

Mr. Lewis: Is that the yearly revenue?

Mr, BOLTON: That £25,000 was this
year’s revenue.

Mr, Lewis: Was it mostly from cattle?

Mr. BOLTON: A total of 45,205 tons

of goods came in and out of Robl's jetty. -

live stock being equal to 14,116 tons.
Hon. members would admit that a lot
of work was done by the small staff at
this station, and they were at least en-
titled to some better aceommodation than
they had at present. Ways and Works
showed an increase of £30,000. He did
not know why they should, because, as
a matter of fact, during the term of the
hon. merobher for Murray-Wellington
(Mr. George) as Commissioner of Rail-
ways, he did one of the best works he
had done in putting the blue metal bal-
last between Fremantle and Midland, as
a result of whieh the maintenance cost
was rednced, He (Mr. Bolton) regretted
to say that the blue metal ballast put in
by the hon. member. had been neglected
very considerably, and if something was
not soon done in regard to it, it would
cost as much to put right as it eost in
the first instance. Blue metal ballast,
generally speaking, wanted very liftle at-
tention, but unless it was looked fo to
some extent it did not get a fair chanee,
whieh it should have, of proving that
there was no other hallast to equal it,
aithongh it was expensive at the
start. With reference to Collie coal, he
believed there bad always been a mistake
in the matter of delay in transit of this
coal; great depreciation took place dur-
ing the delay which occurred from the
time it left the pits until it got to the
different depots. The Government for
their own use should run coal trains, Tt
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~would pay the department to run their

own ¢oal trains right through to their
different depots and the coal would be of
superior quality if it did not deteriorale
so much in transit, and the cost would
be lessened, Coal trains as a rule got a
through ran, The Commissioner pointed
out, and in this case, most unfairly, that
the cost per thousand miles in conned-
tion with locomotives had gone up from
31.9 to 34.1 tons, or an increase of 7 per
cent. He (Mr. Bolton} wanted to point
ont that for years the-load tables had
much increased year by year. As a matter
of fact, when he first started on the loco-
motives over 2(¢ years ago, the fonnage
of locomotives used was about 145 tons,
and they used to run 110 miles to Bever-
ley and 110 miles back on 35 ewt. of
coal. To go 110 miles to-day and 110
miles back would require just fonr times
that amount of coal. But would it be a
fair comparison? The engines to-day
were much heavier and had increased in
their banling capacity. The load tablus
had inereased year by year and we econld
not expect a locomotive whose load was
500 tons to consume the same amonnt of
coal ns a locomotive some years ago whose
load was 250 tons, If there had been an
increase per 1,000 miles, it was a jusli-
fiable increase. As a matter of faet, the
same argument could apply to steamers.
Steamers anything up to 15,000 tons were
being built to-day and we could not ex-
pect them to come out here from the
Old Country with only the same coal con-
sumption as the small vessels of, say,
4,000 tons which were coming out some
vears ago. When locomotives bauled an
additional tonnage and earned additional
money, there must be n greater consump-
tion of coal per 1,000 miles. He intended
to disenss the inerease to the Commissioner
of Railways as he believed the Govern-
tnent took a wrong action in placing n
traffic superintendent in charge of the
trams, It would pay the Government to
get a traffic manager and pay him his sal-
ary. If the £500 which was to be added
to the Commissioner’s salary had been
added to the £360 which was to be paid
to the traffic superintendent, to whom
he had referred as being in charge of the
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concern, and the amount brought up to
£1,000 the Government would have been
able to get a really good manager for
the Perth trams to-day and ready to go
into the question of the extensions the
Government would have to face within
the next year or two, He hoped that if
the present arrangement was not yet per-
manent, the Government would consider
the advisability of appointing a manager
for the tramways and let him be respon-
sible only to the Commissioner of Rail-
ways.

[Mr. Male took the Chair.]

Mr. LEWIS (Canning): In his in-
trodunetory remarks the Minister had sup-
plied a good deal of valuable informa-
tion in connection with the railway Xsti-
mates, but, as was only to be expected in
a big department like this, there were
very many important matters which he
overlooked and did not refer to. He
(Mr. Lewis) intended to refer to some
of them and he hoped that the Minister
would take a note of them and in reply-
ing touch upon the various points raised.
The first matter he desired to refer to
was the form in which the Estimates for
the Railway Department were introduced.
They were altogether different from those
of the other departments, Other depart-
ments showed in detail how inereases were
to be allotted, while in the Railway De-
partment we had them under the headiny
of “Salaries, wages, and allowances to
officers and employees generally, and con-
tingencies, including stores and materials,
ete.,” which included charges of a general
character not otherwise specifically pro-
vided for. Certain increases were laid
down, for instance, in the Commissioner's
branch £027; traffic branch £24,777; loco-
motive branch £75,600; Wayvs and Works
branch £40,460; and a number of others
in connection with incidental matters, He
would like to know with regard to thesein-
ereases how they were to be allotted, what
amount of inerease was to be allotted
to the =alaried staff, whether station-
masters who were on the minimum doing
postal and savings bank work were lo
receive any consideration for that work,
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and also what amount of increase was to
be allotted to the wages staff. Also what
amount of money would go to the in-
crease of staff, as he noticed the staff
was inereased considerably both so far
as the salaried and wages men were con-
cerned. Another very important feature
in connection with the tailway estimales
was the finanecial pesition. As was men-
tioned by the hon. member for Northam,
the inereased interest charges this year
over the previous year amnounted to
£66,000, and we had to take into con-
sideration the fact that our mileage was
increasing rapidly. A vast amount of
that money was due to the fact of inter-
est charges on the eapital cost of our spur
lines. Yet we had the Opposition eroak-

.ing in their usual style; in fact they

had all become croakers and were the
biggest pessimists in the House, espee-
ially the member for Northam. It was
surprising where the hon. member got
his figures because he quoted figures which
were altogether inconsistent with those
which appeared in the report of the Com-
missioner of Railways. A certain amount
of the inereased interest charges had
been brought about by the laying of heav-
ier rails, the ballasting of lines whi¢h had
been taken over from contractors, and also
adding to the rolling stock. The member
for Northam, as was usual with him,
wounld never give ecredit to._the present
Administration for the work it had done.
The hon. member always endeavoured
to deery the efforts of the present Govern-
ment, but he was ahsolutely astray in all
the figures he had quoted. For instance,
on page 2 of the annual report of the
Commissioner of Railways we found these
remarks :—“During the 24 months ended
on the 30th June last 478 miles of rail-
way have been taken over, and when ex-
isting orders for locomotives are complete
in & month or two from now, 104 loco-
motives will have been added to stock
within a similar pertod.” The Commis-
sioner also pointed ont in another part of
his report, in connection with the in-
erease in the rolling stock, that the ad-
ditional locomotives last year numbered
27, while there was a balance to complete
existing order of 41. In the previous year
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36 new engines were brought into traffic,
making a fotal of 104. If there was
one thing more than another for which
the Railway Department deserved credit,
it was the fact that the rolling stoek had
been brought up to date. This had en-
abled the traffic to be earried effectively
over the lines., The delays which hap-
pened so frequently previously were due
to the fact that the rolling stoek had been
starved for the previous seven or eight
years,

The Minister for Railways: Ten years.

[Mr. McDowall resumed the Chair.]

Mr. LEWIS: If the Railway Depart-
ment had sufficient engines to keep the
trucks moving, that was the most effective
way of dealing with the wheat traffic.
Additional wagons had been added dur-
ing the term of office of the present Gov-
ernment to the number of 1,300, and 900
bogey and four-wheeled trucks were yet
on order and to be completed so as to deal
effectively with the increased production.
There was not one member among the
Opposition who ventured to congratulate
the Railway Department for their efforts
of last season, Members were aware of
the increased traffie and this was well and
expeditiousty bandled by the department,
and proof of the department’s suecess lay
in the fact that not a single eomplaint
bhad been heard. Yet we had hon. mem-
bers opposite, in the course of this de-
bate, anticipating all sorts of difficulties
and predieting that we would never be
able to cope with the wheat traffic in the
coming season, Wae all knew that it was
not possible to adopt any other policy
with regard te our spur lines. These
lines were opening up the interior and
permitting development to take place.
The members of the Qpposition always
came along and asked for additions to
these lines, and when these additions
brought abont increased expenditure they
twitted the Government with having in-
creased that expenditure, The thing was
altogether illogieal. Tt seemed, howaver,
that Opposition members, and the mem-
ber for Northam partienlarly. were al-
ways prepared to make any kind of state-

_kind.
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ment, without being able to support it.
The Government deserved {o he congratn-
lated for having raised the minimum to
9s. for the men who were working in the
sun and in all kinds of weather keeping
the lines in repair. Many of these men,
too, had large families to support and
they were entitled to that minimmnm of
9s. Then the traffic men had to pass an
eyesight test and underge medieal exami-
nation before they becamne entitled to that
minimum. The leader of the Qpposition,
with his usval sneers towards the wage-
earners, beliitled with enthusiasm the ef-
forts of the Government in raising the
minimum. Yet we found the member for
Northam taking ecredit for having raised
the minimum to 8s, I remember being on
a deputation which waited oun the leader
of the Opposition when he was Premier,
urging him to increase the minimum rate
of pay. This was a fortnight before the
elections. The member for Northam de-
clared that his Government raised the
minimum to 8s.; they did nothing of the
There were scores of men in the
railway serviee who were on the 7s. 6d.
minimum and they were fettlers who bhad
to serve a probationary period of three
months hefore they received the 8s, The
leader of the Opposition sneered at what
he called boy porters who received the
inereased minimum wage of 9s., but those
boy porters, before they eould receive
that minimum, had to reach the age of
21, and they were fairly well developed
boys then. These porters had to pass an
examination which ineluded sigmalling
(and a very stiff examination it was),
eyesight tests, and a medical examination
hefore they received the minimum. The
wages of the fettlers were raised ecer-
tainly in 1911, but they had to threaten
to strike in order to get that increase.
We knew that the leader of the Qpposi-
tiow had appeared before the arbitration
court and had advocated a 6s, minimum,
and now that hon, gentleman was bid-
ding for the support of the Farmers’ and
Seattlers’ Association whose chief plank
in their platform was longer hours and
lower wages. The member for South
Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) had referred to
a number of anomalies which existed.
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There were scores of them, however, and
with the permission of members he would
refer to a few, so that the Minister might
make full inguiry into them with the ob-
jeet of increasing the revenue, There
was a tendency on the part of some peo-
ple to avail themselves of concessions
which were never intended for them. The
Premier had told the House that we sent
forward to the other Chamber certain
taxation proposals in order to bring in
increased revenue, but that all our ef-
forts were rendered futile by that Cham-
ber throwing out as quickly as it eould
the measures submitted to them, the ob-
jeet being to diseredit the Government.
We should get full value for services ren-
dered and it was his intention to quote a
few instances so that the Government
might, take some action. The special ex-
cursion fares were abused by a section of
the people. Tt was possible to go to Al-
bany by a cerfain train on Saturday
afternoon at the first class return fare of
30s., and second class £1.

The Minister for Railways:
have been increased.

Mr. LEWIS: That must have been
done then within the last week. The
single fare to Albany, first class, was
£2 15s. 9d., or a difference of £1 5s. 9d.
over the first class return exeursion fare.
The second class single fare was £1 14s.
7d., or a difference of 14s. 7d. over the
second class exceursion return fare. There-
fore, if the average man went to the rail-
way station and asked for a second class
single ticket to Albany he would have to
pay 34s. 7d., whereas the man in the
Imow would ask for a second class special
excursion return ticket and he would pay
£1 for it.

The fares

The Minister for Railways: It is 30s.
now.
Mr. LEWIS: It was his desire to do

justice to the meople living on the coast
and to give them the fuollest opportunity
of visiting the southern seaside resorts,
while the goldfields people should also be
given every opportunity to spend a holi-
day at the coast. The Government, how-
ever, in connection with excursion tickets
should intraduce the single ticket system,
so as to prevent secalpers and others
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trafficking in the tickets, and making il-
legal use of them. Tf he had adopted the
course followed by the member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr, Green) and disgnised him.
self, he could have gone to many of these
scalpers’ establishments and purehased
tickets. These people were to-day mak-
ing a good living by trafficking in rail-
way tlickets and they were depleting the
eoffers of the State. These people also
manipulated the tickets. For instance, a
ticket which might have been available
for three months, expired, and these
scalpers secured from the booking office
a ticket hearing the date of the day of
issue, and after splitting the expired
ticket, they pasted the stamped portion
of the pewly purchased ticket on the old
one, and they did it so well that it was
almost impossible to deteet that such a
frand had heen perpetrated; in faet, it
was only deteeted when the tickel reached
the andit office, and the number on the
ticket was found not to be the correet
one, It would be advisable Lo issue single
tickets at a considerably reduced rate,
and in that way sealping would be pre-
vented, and at the same time constderably
increased revenue would acerue to the
department. With regard to the Bun-
bury excursions, the first elass return fare
by certain special trains was 15s,

The Minister for Railways: That has
been increased too.

Mr. LEXWIS: The second class return
excursion fare was 7s. 6d. The single
ordinary fare was first elass 184 4d,, or
3s. 4d. more than the first class return
excursion fare. The second-class single
tieket was 11s, 4d. There was another
difference here. The return fare, first-
class, was 27s. 6d., while the first-class
single fare was 17s.  There were also
many anomalies in connection with peri-
odical tickets. TIn the rate-book were to
be found scores of concessions given to
people who used the railways and who
were undoubtedly entitled to some econ-
cession; bnt when it was found that we
were giving the privilege to passengers
to use the railways for a month at a
cheaper rate than if they paid for an
ordinary tickef, it was time the matter
waz looked into. There were the long
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distance rates season tickets. VFrom. Fre-
mantle to Lavertor. a first-class ticket for
one month—in whick a man could do
four trips or more comfortably—ecost £7
5s., whilst the first return ordinary fare
was £7 6s. 10d. In other words a monthly
ticket was 1s. 10d. less than the ordinary
return fare, which was available ior only
one journey. He could quote scores of
such instances, but he thought two would
be sufficient to show the Government the
necessity for bringing about an adjust-
ment of these anomalies. A first-class
monthly ticket from Fremantle to Kal-
goorlie eost £5 18s, 6d., the distance
being something like 387 miles, while
an ordinary first-class return from Perth
to Kalgoorlie was £4 14s, 24, and a first-
class monthly from Fremantle to Perth
was £1 12s. 6d.; so that only £4 6s. was
paid for the extra mileage to Kalgoorlie,
and the holder of sunch a ticket econld
travel as often as he wished. Thus a
passenger who had business to do at Kal-
goorlie and desired to make the journey
there and back wonld save 8s. 2d. by
taking out a monthly season ticket from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. There could
be no disputing these figures, hecause
they were all contained in the rate-book.
His desire was merely to point out to
the Government and to the taxpayers
these anomalies in the train fares, an
adjnstment of which would bring about
an increased revenne.

Mr. A. N. Piesse: They are not the
only anomalies,

Mr. LEWIS : No, there were others,
undoubtedly, and the member for Tood-
yay would have an opportunity of
enumerating them. The Commissioner
reported that the passenger service
did not pay. Was it sny wonder,
seeing that the instances he had given
were only a very few of scores that
could be quoted, merely one or two
which he had picked out ! He could
assure the Minister that it was general
as far as these particular concessions
were concerned. Another important
matter which the Minister might well
look into was in ¢onnection with rebates
to agents. Certain large firms such as
Meossrs. Bewick, Moreing, and Messrs.

2629

Dalgety & Co., were to all intents and
purposes agents, who received rebates
on Beason tickets in accordance with
the amount of freight paid. Farmers
end settlers sent their produce %o those
agents to be disposed of. Having dis-
posed of the produce those agents
deducted the amount of freight from the
cheque which they forwarded to the
gettler, and took to themselves credit
with the department for that freight,
which, as a matter of fact, was the
farmer’s freight and not theirs at all
In accordance with the amount of freight
peid, these agents received & five per
oent. rebate on one or two yearly or half-
yearly tickets, whether all lines or
sectional tickets, Thus & firm paying
£12,000 in freight was granted & rebate
of 50 per cent. on two season tickets,
while if £50,000 was paid in freight
the firm got a rebate of 75 per cent.
on three salllines tickets. This meant
& serious handicap to the average business
man in a small way, who was called
upon to pay £80 for an all lines ticket
for a year, or £12 for a month. Would
the Minister explsin why this concession
was granted to these big firms ¢ Were
not the freights cut as low as possible ?
Did we not give to the public of Western
Australia through our railway system
the best possible facilities ¥ The main
prineiple of the nationalisation of public
utilities was to give as good a service
as possible while providing working ex-
penses, interest, and sinking fund, and
a small margin of profit. Pressure
had been brought to bear on the Govern.
ment to reduce fares in the interests of
settlers, yet these big firms were receiving
these concessions. which served to subject:
the poor man in a small way of business
to unfair competition, Speaking from
memory he thought there were 19 firms
enjoying these eoncessions, some of them
having four or five tickets apiece. This
system of rebate was followed only in
countries where keen competition existed
between privately owned lines. There
was no necessity for it on & State railway
in connection with which the people
were getting full value for their money.
The Minister should go thoroughly into
these anomalies and secure a fair thing
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fromn those who used the railways, In
addition to the special excursion tickets
previously mentioned, and issued only
for certain trains on Saturday after-
noon, the department also issued summer
excursion tickets every day during the
summer months. If they were going
to issue these summer exeursion tickets
every day throughout the summer, and
in addition run special week-end ex-
cursions, they might as well do eway
with the ordinary tickets altogether.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : The excursion tickets are only for
certain trains,

Mr. LEWIS: The summer excursion
tickets issued on week days were available
by any train. During the summer these
tickets were issued at single fare plus
§8. to Albany, and plus 25 per cent. to
Bunbury, Busselton, and other places.
Perhaps the Minister could tell the
Committee where the necessity lay for
this, when special exoursions at reduced
fares were provided each week-end.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The week-end trains
eould not carry all the traffic.

Mr. LEWIS: If that was so, the
proper remedy was to put on additional
trains. What was the use of having
ordinary tickets and then issuing ex-
eursion tickets every day in the week
for three or four months of the year ?
No person with any knowledge of rail-
way fares would purchase an ordinary
ticket when he could get an excursion
ticket at a considerably lower rate. As
for the single tickets, with which he had
already dealt, by introducing this system
of excursion tickets. the department
would eliminate  the scalper and could
still give the same facilities to the public.
Under the present systern a passenger
from the goldfields, not intending to
return, naturally tried to dispose of the
return half of his ticket ; so, while the
department was giving concessions to
the public it was at the same time
offering & premium to individuals to cut
into the railway profits. In his opinion
we should give the fullest facilities for
perishable traffic, and allow it to be
carried on passenger trains. In con-
nection with our fish traffic, it was
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being carried at 7d. per cewt. in the
metropolitan area, notwithstanding which
the public got no advantage; in fact
fish was dearer now than when the rate
was higher. This lower rate had been
provided for the Dago, who had a ring
in fish, and who scooped the pool while
the public paid high prices for their
fish. If a preferential rate was to be
mede for these people we should sse to
it that they sold their fish at a fairly
reasonable rate. In his opinion that
traffic was carried at a loss. In respect
to the question of railway construction,
the Commissioner had repeatedly pointed
out the necessity for bringing that work
under the Working Railways. The Gov-
ernment might well inquire into this
and endeavour to bring it about.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-

ister) : It would be a mistake.
Mr. LEWIS: It would not be a
mistake. The Raiiway Department knew

exactly what was required at the various
sidings, knew what loops were necessary,
and were familiar with all the require-
ments for the carrying of the traffic,
They knew how to ballast the line, what
weight of rails to use, and what amount
of traffie to expect. We should profit
by experience. The Pinjarra-Holyoake
line was constructed through sandy
¢ountry, was full of grades, and had been
handed over by the Works Department
in & shocking state. This line had
subsequently cost thousands of pounds
to bring up to standard. It had to be
reballasted, and new cattle pits put in,
some of the original cattle pits having
been constructed of saplings. One driver.
unfortunately, had lost his life in coming
round there one night owing to the
defects of the line. On the subject of
the passenger traffic in the suburban
system the Commissioner had specially
drawn attention to the fact that very
often a train leaving the central or a
terminal station was overcrowded with
passengers who had paid the minimum
fare, that the train had to do a certain
mileage for the least fare, and after it
had passed one or two stations it was
practically empty. He wanted fo eall
the attention of the Minister to the
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requirements of Maylands, and first of
all he would point out that the revenue
at the Maylands station had increased
during the last two years by between
£6,000 and £7,000. There was a train
into Perth before 9 o’clock in the morning,
and in each compartment there were
fifteen or sixteen persons. The May-
lands people wanted a better service
and they were entitled to it. Mount
Lawley and Bayswater were growing
very rapidly, and he would suggest to
the Minister a way by which he might
give a better service at a reduced cost.
His proposal was to run a train from
Perth to Belmont and it could do the
return journey in something like 50
minutes, at any rate easily in an hour.
The train could run out to Belmont, and
shunt clear of the main line. It would
provide a better service for those par-
ticular stations whilst at the same time
instituting a service to Belmont. which
waa isolated and handicapped through
lack of decent means of communication
with the City. The South-Western line
had been neglected for a considerable
time, and on Royal Show day and Eight
Hours Day the most important train of
the day. the 5-30 at night, was eut off,
in order to provide rolling stock for the
increaged traffic to and from Claremont.
That irritated the people and they were
up in arms about it. An increased
service should be given along that line
also. In paragraph 17 of his report
the Comrmissioner drew atterition to a
very important matter, and that was
the necessity for the Government giving
early consideration to the route to be
adopted for the coastal section of the
4ff, 8%in. main trunk railway. Several
deputations had waited on the Com-
missioner lately to ask for improve-
ments at various stations. For instance
most of the platforms on the South-
‘Western line had been lengthened, except
at Vietoris Park. Women and children
had to get out of corridor cars at that
station without having a platform to
atep on to, and the Government ran the
risk of having to pay damages for
accidents owing to the shortness of the
platform. - The Commissioner had told
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the deputation that he could not consider
the lengthening of the platiorm until
the route of the main trunk line was
decided, and the same answer had been
given when & request had been made
for a bridge across the line. The delay
in, settling that route was hanging up
& lot of work, and he would like the
Government to consider the matter at
an early date. He realised that it
would be some time before the line
would be required, and it would be an
unresgonsble thing to at once saddle
the taxpayers with the interest and
sinking fund charges on the large amount
of money which would be necessary for
the construction of that line, but the
Government could very well come to
& decision as to the route the line should
take.

The Minister for Railways: Some
people say it should go on the south
side of the river.

Mr. LEWIS : A line on the south side
of the river would open up a new area.
Two lines running side by side were
not going to create any more traffic,
but i the new line were constructed on
the south side it would bring about
progress in & locality the growth of which
had been retarded through the absence
of railway facilities. He would like to
emphasise the point that in the New
South Walez Railway Department snd
also in Melbourne, econsiderable diffi-
culty was being experienced owing to-
the congestion at the ¢entral station,
and the same difficulty existed at Perth,
There was s bottle neck at East Perth
where two lines, the Eastern and the
South-Western, met, and to bring the
main trunk line through there would
only increase the congestion and pile
up the working costs permanently. As one
who had acted as foreman and had
worked the traffic in Perth on busy days,
he knew that delays frequently took
place, and that the traffic was dis.
organised on scores of occasions owing
to the fact that the bottle neck was not
big enough to accommodate the extra
traffic. A goods trein would arrive
and stand for hours, blocking a particular
road which the officials wished to use
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for passenger traffic and for shifting trains
about. That terribly hampered the Rail-
way Department in working the traffic
effectively from the eentral station, and
then when the goods train reached the
station yard it had to wait for hours,
costing money all the time for fuel and
wages, to get & clear line to Fremantle.
That sort of thing only increased the
cost of running the railways, and as
agricultural development was proceeding
and this State expected to be the great-
est wheat producer in the Common-
wealth, it would be necessary to build
another line which would divert the
traffic away from the central station
and mnot take it through the City.
The West Australian was very emphatie
on this question, and in a leading article
said that it was necessary to construct
the main trunk line along the existing
route in order thaet it might receive a
portion of the revenue from the sub-
urban traffic. Let the goods traffic
be kept away from the eentral station,
and & suburban service sufficient for
Western Australia for the next 50 years
could be built up on the existing 3ft.
6in. - line. It was contended that the
broader gauge would give & quicker
service to the people between Perth and
Fremantle, but he would guote from the
time tables of the Victorian department
to show that the main trunk line was
not going to revolutionise the subur-
ban service, in the way suggested by
the West Australian and other critics
who were urging that the new line
shounld follow the existing route. The
Melbourne-Brighton journey, 9} rmiles,
with nine intermediate stops, occupied
32 . minutes ; Perth-Fremantle, 113
rhiles, ten intermediate stops, 36 minutes ;
Melbourne-Williamstown, 8jmiles, ten
stops, 35 minutes, or one minute less
than the journey from Perth to Fremantle;
Perth-Midland Junction, 10} miles, nine
stops, 31 minutes ; Melbourne-Boxhill,
9% miles, 3¢ minutes ; and Melbourne-
Sandringham, 11} miles, 39 minutes.
The last named was the same distance
as the journey from Perth to Fremantle,
and yet on the broad gauge it took three
minutes longer than was occupied on the
3it. 6in. gauge in this State. BSo how
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could it be said that the suburban traffic
required a 4ft. 8}in. gauge ?

The Minister for Railways : And theirs
is & 5ft. 3in. gauge.

Mr. LEWIS: Besides the consider-
ations which had been mentioned, it
must be remembered that if another
line was built alongside the existing one
the cost would be piled up considerably.
It would involve s good deal of costly
resumption, and the two lines together
were not going to create any more
traffic. This was a very big question,
on which he ecould speak for a con-
siderable time, but he just wished to
emphasise those few points, and he
hoped at an early stage to have en
opportunity of impressing upon the
Government the necessity for having
snother avenue for carrying wheat to
tH® ships at Fremantle. Another con.
sideration that might be mentioned
was that an east and west main trunk
line was not going to carry suburban
traffic. The passengers would be persons
anxious to travel through from Fremantle
to Adelaide, and they would not want
the train to be hampered with suburban
trafic. In regard to the tramways he
realised that the Government did a wise
thing when they took over the system. It
was going to prove a magnificent asset,
and the people would get some opportunity
of developing the suburbs and getting
away from the slums of the City. If
there was one thing more than another
which was conducive to the creation
of slums in the City it was the fact that
the people had not cheap and convenient
means of getting into the suburbs to live
in more ¢ongenial surroundings. In evi-
dence which had been taken by a Royal
Commission which was inquiring into
the slums of Melbourne, it was found
that the ever-grasping landlord had
cut up blocks so small that in somse
places houses had frontages of only 15
feet, with a depth of 60 feet, and there
wes & four-feet verandah right on the
street. Children had to live and play
in the streets, which was not only
inimical to their physical well-being, but
was also interfering with their inoral
well-being. We did not desire with that
example before us to perpetuate such
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a condition of affairs in Western Australis
and by the nationalisation of the tram.
ways the Government would be able
to afford the people an opportunity of
getting into the country and living in
more congenial surroundings. He had
noticed in yesterday’s newspaper a
statement by & South Australian gentle-
man that the extension of the tramways
had led to an increase in the matrimonial
statistics ; they had enabled the people
to live in the suburbs and get to and
from work conveniently, and consequently
there had been more marriages. Whilst
on the subject of tramways he hoped the
Government would see the necessity
for making a permanent appointment
to the office of superintendent, and that
they would give some of the old servants
in the Railway Department, men who
had proved their worth by years of
responsibility, and whoe had a full know-
ledge of men, an opportunity of getting
the position. When the position was
vacant the Railway Department had
called for applications, end numerous
applications had been sent in. Some
of those applicants had never received
a reply, but a traffic inspector, who had
been on a salary of £285, was temporarily
appointed. He contended that if there
were in the service men who had served
ten and fifteen years, who had worked
up to a good position, had a knowledge
of men and were of proved capacity,
they should receive consideration. He
wes not saying anything against the
present oceupant of the position, but so
far as length of service and qualifications
were concerned that man was a junior
compared with some of the older men
he had mentioned. There were just
two or threc local matters he wished to
refer to in connection with the tramways,
and the frst was the connection of
the trams with the ferries. .All of the
public services should connect with
cach other. A ferry was run from South
Perth at 6-40 am., and a tram was
timed to lcave the Barrack-street jetty
o minuate or two prior to the arrival of the
ferry. Passengers “from South Perth
desirous of catching the 7 o'clock train
to the eastern districts found the tram

113)
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gone when they landed, and had either
to hire & tab or hurry to the station in
arder to catch ¢he train. Often they
missed it, That was very annoying. It
should be a simple matter to connect
up these services. The tramway con-
ductor should be instructed to wait
until the ferry arrived so that passengers
could proceed to the railway station
without any trouble. The hon. member
for Subiaco had referred to the new
cars, and the people of Vistoria Park
had condemned them holus bolus, be-
cause they were too small and cumber-
some. He hoped the Government would
not construct any more like them. In
his suburb they were denounced because
they could not carry the larger popu-
lation who desired to travel. That
type of car was of no use for subuwban
services and no more should be con-
structed. There was a car which ran
to Victoria Park on Sundays and ter-
minated at the Town Hall and remained
there for 10 minutes, while a large
number of penple at the terminus who
desired to go to chuwrch had to walk.
That car might well be run to the ter.
minus for the convenicnce of those
people.

The Minister for Railways: There
is more reward for the deed when they
walk ¢to church.

Mr. LEWIS: The car should be
run on. He hoped the Minister wonld
give these matters his favourable con-
gideration, more especially the malter
of the fares, which would bring in an
increased revenue, and that was what
we wanted.

AMr. A, N, PIESSE (Toodyay}: 1t
was only reasonable that some eriticism
should he levelled against Llhe depart-
ment whose vote was now under consid-
erafion.  He eould understand that the
Minister and members supporting  the
Government fell somewhat anxious about
this great  department, particularly on
realising that there would be o loss of
sonething like £30,000 this year. The
expenditure was estimated at £2,248,121
and the revenue £2,310,000, which left a
profit of £61,679. Sinking fund te the
amouni of £111,510 had to be allowed
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which left a loss on the year’s operations
of £49,851. This was an alarming con-
dition of affairs, and it might be infor-
mation even to the Minister; neverthe-
less it was true. He could gquite under-
stand members on the Government side
getting a little wild oceasionally because
they did not like eriticism——

The Minister for Railways: We do not
ohject to your criticism. You can fire
away as hard as you like,

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: The hon. member
for Fremantle-South waxed very warm
and indulged in some exiraordinary
statements. In his excitement he referred
to the purchase of some locomotives and
implied that they were paid for out of
revenue when they were really paid for
out of loan funds. These misleading
statements showed the knowledge which
some hon. members possessed in regard
to the working of this great department.
The hon. member for Canning in his
“first she did and then she didn’t” speech
got hopelessly mixed. He referred to an
increase of wages to 8s. a day; he said
that no inerease had been granted by
the Wilson Administration, and then he
admitted that an increase was secured.

The Minister for Railways: It is the
best speech T have heard here for a long
timé, L

Mr. A. K. PIESSE: If mixing up mat-
ters and inconsistency constituted a good
speech, it was forthcoming from the hon.
member. We might well ask were the
railways run in the best interests of the
conntry?

The Minister for Railwayg: Whither
are we drifting?

Mr. A. N, PIESSE: The Minister
secmed very easy in his mind about this
loss, and he hoped he would have suifi-
cient ability to explain it.

The Minister for Railways: \Which is
that?

Mr. A. N, PIESSE: The loss of
£30,000 on the year’s oporations. The
Minister might well exercise his mind
with these railway matters, althongh at
times it seemed doubtful whether he aid
worry very much over them. Tt was
an easy matter to have a (Commissioner,
and he wonld like to bring under notice
a little incident that occurred recently to
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show the Minister's interest in the wel-
fare of the country. A few weeks ago
e introduced to the Minister a proposi-
tion for the opening up of a big deposit
of gypsum. The people coucerned were
prepared to expend a large sum of money
on the works if the Railway Department
would meet them in the matter of
freights.

The Minister for Railways: I regarded
it as an impudent reguest on the part of
that gentleman,

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: That was about
the limit of the Minister’s coneern.

The Minister for Railways: Your con-
gern is to get a concession for someone
in your distriet, whether it is fair or
not, Jf you like to be offensive I ecan
be 50 too. Go ahead.

Mr. A, N. PIESSE: 1t wonld have
meant the introduetion of labourers into
the distriet. The Commissioner offered
to carry the raw material for 10s. 3d.
a ton, and for manufactured he asked
£1 0s. 6d. a ton. The people eoncerned
were prepared te establish works which
would employ about 200 men, and con-
struet their own tram if the department
conld see their way clear to carry the
manufactured article for 10s. 3d, a ton.
The Staie was not commiited to any
great loss in the matter, If the depart-
ment had agreed to carry the material
for that figure, and if the quantity anti-
cipated was manufactured the gross loss
to the State if the request had been comn-
plied with, wounld have amounted to aboul
£2,000 a yenr, that was by conceding the
rate of 10s. 3d. as against the rate of
£1 0s. Gd. a ton. These people were pre-
pared to establish the works which must
Lhave meant an increase of commereial
activity and an increase in freights on
that line, 1t was a mistake to discourage
people of that class, and it was possible
the electorale might bave been converted
into a labour one, His concern, however,
was not with regard to electoral matlers
or to his position as mewber for the dis-
triet, but was merely to endeavour to
secure every indueemen! possible for the
people who were prepared to proceed
with the work. It was the duty of the
Minister to view this matter in a broad
light, and if (he Commissioner decided
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that the proposition would not be a
payable one for the railways the Minis-
ter should interfere and say it was in
the best interests of the country to ex-
tend special eonsideration to those who
were prepared o introduce ecapital into
the State’s industries. A question which
had been ventilatesl mueh in the House
was that of incereased wages and the as-
sistance that farmers had received. It

was proposed to  increase the rate
for earrying ferfilisers  This was
decidedily uncallel for.  The peo-
ple  who were well established,

old settled farmers would feel the in-
creased rate very little, but rew settlers
would feel the extra pressure, and nator-
ally the people on the land would resent
the inerease which bhad heen granted if
it were followed shortly after by an in-
erease in the freight on fertilisers, whieh
were 50 necessary to the inerease of agri-
cultural produets. Even if the fertiliser
.- was carried at the old rate the ecountry
did not lose. But for the fertiliser the
erops would not be so profitable, and he
nquestioned whether in manyinstances they
would be worth planting. The increases
granted to the lower-grade officers of the
department were uncalled for, If it was
the intention of the Administration to do
justice, increases should also have been
granted to the gangers, who filled a more
important position than the fettler and
the porter. The gangers had not received
any increase. He did not propose to
take up the time of the House at any
great length other than to emphatically
protest againsi the increase in the rates
on fertilisers. Renquests had been made
for small matters of convenience at dif-
ferent railwav stations. There were
stations on the new lines which
were not well equipped,” and which
wore not cxpected to be well equip-
ped in a day. but when requests
were made for only ordinary conveni-
ences they were turned down for want
of funds, Yet he had seen men employed
at Chidlow’s Well burning up timber in
the wintér time, DMoney econld be ex-
pended to pay for burning up dry tim-
ber, which was of no consequence as re-
garded the safe running of traffie, and
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yet ordinary conveniences at stations were
denied the people out back. Better facili-
ties were certainly needed. The railway
question was an important one, and he
sincerely lhoped business in freights
would incerease and that this loss which
was eertainly showing, aceording to the
figures here, wounld disappear and a pro- -
fit take its place.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly): Tt was his
intention to make a few references to the
braneh Jines. A oreat deal had been said
in regard to the decrease in the profits
made in this very important department,
and a lot of it had been attributed to the
braneh lines recently constructed in
agricultural distriets, He found, how-
ever, that the (oolgardie-Norseman line
wag in (s list, also the Mount Magnet-
Sandstone line, aud the Southern Cross-
Bulllineh line, so that all the losses counld
not bhe attributed to agricultural spar
lines. The Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe line
was another which showed a decrease, and
so did the Port Hedland-Marble Bar rail-
way, These were all goldfields lines, and
the loss on them could not be attributed
lo agricultural distriets. It was quite
impossible to expect that new agrieul-
tural lines would pay from the commence-
ment. Such a thing bhad not been ex-
peeted, and, therefore, the matier need
not be taken as a very serious one. On
these spur lings the freight and traffie
would increase as time went on. Much
had been said abont wages in the Rail-
way Department and the increase given
by the present Government. While he
wgs an advocate of paying people of
merit good wages when they earned it, he
strongly vesented a wholesale gift ‘off
£107,000 to these in the Railway Depart-
ment. The question was whether fhe
Government at that stage bad been war-
ranted in so doing. He had gone into the
matter a good deal and had heard a man
in charge of a station, one in particular
whose opinion he regarded with a good
deal of confidence, say that some of tbe
men, if he was employing them in a pri-
vate capacity, were not worth 2s, 6d. a
day, while there were some men under-
paid. Tt was a bad feature of the depart-
ment and a policy of the Government gen-
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crally that people of merit were not re-
cognised. It was all very well to make
a wholesale and sweeping increase of 1s.
a day, but many of lhese people were,
perhaps, only learning the rudiments of
railway work, and lo disperse the muney
< in suell an indiseriminiate way was an in-
Jinstice to the State. Financial siiingency
sinee the present Government had been
in power was very great, aml we were
praying a great deal of interest for money
borrowed, The last million horrowed had
cost £4 7s, per eent., and at the end of
the term we had to pay £75,000 away, the
equivalent of whieli we had never re-
ceived, aud that brought the interest to
over 5 per cent. Western Australia eould
not afford to go un as we were doing.
Things were practically drifting at the
present time, and no one knew where
we were going to land. e had heard the
hon. member for Northam eriticized as a
pessimist, but if that were true as ap-
plied fo the hon. member, he (Mr, Har-
per) believed it was more so in his own
case.  During the last two years we had
horrowed six or seven millions of monex
and the revenue al the present time was
inflated owing to the fact thal we were
packing the eountry with sovereigns hor-
rowed from other parts of the world, and
huilding up a legacy for those who would
come after ns, so that in the immediate
future further borrowing wonld he im-
possible, Fe had listened to the remarks
of the hon. member for Wagin (Mr, 8
Slubbz). e {Myr, ITarper) alzo hel'ecel
in high wages if we conld afford them,
hut in the instance in question the Gov-
ernment shonld bave heen jonst hefore they
were generouS, and they were unjust in
giving lhe increase without making pro-
per investigations as to those whose work
mevited that inerease. He would not ad-
vorate a reduction of freighis for the
farmer if the latter could afford to pay
them, hut such a large pereentage of the
farmers were in a very precarious posi-
tion, and it was oar duly to try and give
them some opportunity fo continue the
operations upon which the State depended
so mueh. Tt was idle pifle for members
on the other side to talk as they did abont
extravagant wages and little work, It
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seerned to be a popular ery, but would
they give away all the publie money$

Mr. Torvey: Do you not think the
working man is worth 9s. a day?

My, HARPER: Yes, if he wns a good
man, but hundreds were kept on who were
not worth 55, a day,

Mr. Turvey: Thal is a reflection on the
officers,

AMr. Green :
votes.

Mr. HARPER: While here he was
going to speak his mipd regardless of
voters or auyone else, and if the people
did not think he was ft for the position,
they ecould vote for someone else who
would eringe and erawl to them, give
them all they asked for, and help bring
the country to ruin. We were borrowing
money now ai a verv high rate of inter-
est.

The Minister for Railways: What has
that to do with ihese Fstimates?

Mr. HARPER: Ti had a lot to do with
the buying of the Perth trams and the
building and construction of railways.

The Minister for Railways: This is re-
venue expenditure.

Mr. HARPER: The cost of money we
had to bhorrow had a lot to do with the
construction of railways, and, therefore.
a loi to do with the revenue of the rail-
ways. 1f we could build our railways
£1,000 per mile cheaper:

The CHATRMAXN: Order! The con-
struetion of future railwavs was a maiter
whieh the hon. menther could not ro into
now, We were considering at present
the railways that had been eonstructed.

Mr. HARPER: The cost of the eon-
struetion of the railwavs had a lot to do
with the revenue of the railways.

The CHAIRMAN: These FEstimates
only dealt with the revenue of the rail-
ways; what the hon. memher was diseus-
sing would come under the Loan Esti-
mates and the Estimates of the Minister
for Works.

Mr. HARPER: Some remarks which
had been made by the Commissioner had
been tead with a good deal of ‘interest,
The Clommissioner wrote—

Continnous pressure s exerted in
opposite directions, Qur eustomers ave

You will not ret railway
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constant in urging upon the department
increased expense in the shape of train
mileage and faeilities, and on the other
hand demands for lower freights and
reduced fares are ecqually eonstant.
Labour organisaiions press for ever-
improved conditions of employment.
shorter hours, and other coneessions,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Both parties are alike there.

Mr. HARPER: Yes, but for the past
20 years conditions had been piling up
against the produeer. TFvery time we in-
creased the wages of railwav employees,
or wharf labourers, or the wages of many
other sections, we placed a higher burden
on the producer and the more we did that,
the less would he produced. 1t was unse-
less huilding railways unless we eould see

that we were going to have thie necessary’

freight to make those railways pay. We
should, therefore, encourage the producer,
and the mine-owner was also a producer,
and was as much entitled to enconr-
agement as the man on the land. We
had a big interest bill to meet annually
amounfing now to £1,300.000 and what
we wanted now was population.

Hon. W. (. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister}: They are coming in now a thou-
sand at a time.

Mr. HARPER : And it was to be hoped
that they would continue at that rate, and
ihat employment would be found for all
of them. Borrowing money at the rates
af interest we were paying and carrying
out work departmentally was {antamount
to burning the candle at hoth ends. We
were anly gelting 50 per eent. of work
for 100 per eent, of payment,

The CHATRMAN: This discussion
conld not be allowed; it was entirely
foreign to the Railwav Wstimates.

My, HARPER: Everything was being
done for everyone in the State except the
primary producer and that policy would
retard the progress of the State. We
knew that it was not always of benefit to
the worker te give him an increase in
wages because the workers did net al-
ways put their money to the best use.
~ Mr. Foley: It is their own money and

they ean spend it as they like,

2637

Mr. HARPER: Of course, but at the
same time he would like to see them morc
provident,

Mr. TFoley: They do not spend it
at the Palace Hotel.

The Minister for Railways: What on
earth has all this got to do with the Rail-
way Fstimates?

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
wauld have to confine his remarks to these
Estimates.

Mr. HARPER : With regard to passen-
ger fares, those in force in Western T
tralia were the highest of any place#he
had ever been in. He had travelled in
Ameriea, where in fist class carriages,
runing over a broad gauge, the charges
were only 1d. per mile, while in Western
Australia 134d. was imposed.

Mr. Green: What abont the gdifference
in the population?

Mr, HARPER: There were places in
America which were not thickly popu-

lated, for instanee, Oklahama and
Kansas,

My, Green: They have ten times our
population.

Mr. HARPER: Nothing of the kind.
The rates in Western Australia were the
highest Lo be found anywhere and the ae-
commodation on some of our lines was
a disgrace. Passengers were compelled to
travel like blackfellows, Qn the gold-
fields line dining cars were provided and
the eonditions were not so bad, but on
the Great Southern line passengers tra-
velled with diseomfort. Moreover, the
railway carriages were not kept clean,
there was no water provided in the
bottles and often there were no glasses
to drink out of and when they were there
they were fllthy. The railway station at
Pingelly, which was a very important
centre, was more in the nature of a dog
box and was not at all in keeping with
the importance of the district. Perhaps
that was not within the seope of the dis-
cussion.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was within his rights,

My, HARPER: Some 200,000 bags of
wheat had gone away from that place.
There was no accommodation there for
people who had to catch a train at 3
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o'dlock in the morning, nothing beyond
two little wooden shanties; and certainly
those people ought to have some consid-
eration in the way of an improved rail-
way station. It was very hard to keep
treights down, and it was probably a
matter of grave coneern to the Minister
to make ends meet. The question had
heen allowed to drift, not only by this.
bul by previous Governments, and con-
ditions had been built np against the pro-
ducer, who was the mainstay of the coun-
fry and so was deserving of every en-
colragement. No country could go on as
we were doing, content fo receive less
than value for money expended, whether
from loan or revenue. Tf we were to
compete in ibe world’s markets we must
be able {o produce on equal ferms with
other people in other parts of the world
who had more economical conditions of
produection. Not only this State, but all
Austratia had been drifting far too much
in this respect. While not agreeing with
all that had been said in the course of the
debate, he appreciated some of the re-
marks made by the member for Canning
(Mr. Lewis) and for South Fremantle
(Mr. Bolton), both of whom had made
some telling points.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora): After having
listened to the Minister and to those par-
ticipating in the debate he had coneluded
that if the difficnlties under which the
Railways were labouring were half what
members said they were, the time had
arrived when we should place the Rail-
ways ander direet Ministerial cootrol. He
was glad that the House would have an
opportunity at a future date of consider-
ing the proposed increase of salary to
the Commissioner of Railways. When
that time arrived the whole question of
whether or not we should have a Com-
missioner of Railways would be gone into,
and hon, members would then be able to
determine whether the eountry wonld net
he better off with direet Ministerial con-
trol of the Railways.

The Minister for Railways: T howne
somebody else will be Minister when that
happens,

Mr. FOLEY: The question had heen
raised by Opposition members of whethex
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the construction of rolling stock by day
labour under Government supervision had
been suceessful. [f the system had not
been a success it was ecertainly not the
fanlt of the men engaged on that con-
struction. No hon. member had saggested
that the personuel of the supervision was
any different from what it bad been
under the previcus Administration: thers-
fore if the day lahour had proved faulty
and costly it was up to the Government to
wel ridd of the supervisors of the system
in the workshops, where the svstem was
necessary. (me hon, member had de-
clared that much of the money enrned
at Midland went inte the Midland hotels.
There was no oceasion for the Comnittee
to frouble about that. The same hon,
member had said that muach of the wages
paid was not earned. If that were so
something was wrong. If there was dis-
ruption among the men, if there was
cligueism and it was working to the detri-
ment of the department, then it was up
to the Government to go into the ques-
tion and place on tramp the men cousing
the disruption. If that were done the
day Jabour svstem wonld have a hetter
chance. The member for Northam (Hon.
J. Mitehell) had declared that much of
the expenditure was caused by the system
of day labour under which publie works
were being constrncted, Tn the Estimates
appeared an item of £25,000, which the
Government had had to pay on the
Dowerin-Merredin line after the line
was construeted by lahour other than de-
partmental. Whether a work was econ-
structed by day labour or by contract the
point the Government would have to
consider was, how best to construet it
with a view to saving money. Tf it was
a question of supervision he trusted the
supervisors would be kept up to the
mark so as to-give the best possible re-
snlts. Some of the snpervisors were not
in favour of day lahour, and that fact was
militating against the good work the
Government would like to see the day
labour system do. The member for
Katanning had referred to the ecarriage
of gypsum and said that the earriage of
that commodity might mean a great deal,
perhaps bring into existence & new indus-
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try. The hon. member had said that com-
wercial activity would be caused and
therefore more freights would come to
the (Government, bat if gypsum was
being carried at a cheaper rate the people
in the district would be as mel entitled
to the lower rale as the people for whom
the gypsum was earried. On the gold-
fields a previous Administration in this
State had cliarged on the raillway 2s. Gd.
per ton for the carriage of orc which
miners iu the back country were sending
to IKalgoorlie, and the higher that ore
went in value when c¢rushed the more
freight the miuer had to pay, bul white
stone used for monumental and other
purposes was carried al lenpence per
mile, That was oue feature of the differ-
ential rates on the railwavs that the Com-
missioner should take into consideration,
and if rveduced rales were going to act
well in one direction they would act well
it another. In regard to the carriage of
superphosphales, he did not wish to see
ferming blocked in any way. He wished
to see the industry carried on legiti-
mately, and every assistance given to the
mat battling on the land, bui he con-
tended that Dy 1he earriage of super-
phosphates at the prices which the Gov-
ecroment were now charging the settlers
were not being assisted. If every in-
dividual case was brought before the
Commissioner or the Minister, as was
done in the case of deserving mining
propositions on the goldfields, and the
strugeling setller eould show lo the de-
partment that the carriage of superphos-
phates af a special rate would help him
over a diffieulty, the Minisier would no
douht give consideration to his case,
whilst the farmer who was in afluent eir-
eunstanees would still he payving a higher
rate as he could afford to do, and as mem-
hers of the Opposiiion said he would be
willing 10 do. That was a thing he would
like to see the Minister take into con-
sideration, with the intention of helping
the sirugeling settlers, whilst compelling
those who counld afford to pay a fair rate
for the carriage of their superphosphates
te da su. Tf that were done, he would
guarantee that there would not be the
£27,000 loss on the earriage of super-
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phosphates that ihe present Estimates
showed. The member for Northam had
said thal the Railway Department’s policy
should be the opening up of land hy
railways before settlemeni took place,
Tlaving listened to the arguments ou
many Bills, ke was satisfied that there way
only one way to do it, and that was by
the regulations proposed by the Minister
tor Lands being brought into operation,
so that it would not be possible for any-
one to duomy land and keep it unocen-
pied and unworked.

The CHAIRMAN: What has that to
do with the Railway BEstimates?

Mr. FOLEY: Tf this matter had
nething to do with the Railway Estimafes
now, it lad nothing 1o do with the Rail-
way Hstimates when the member for
Northam mentioned it.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
conld proceed if he wished Lo ilinstrate :
point. Tf the member for Northam had
dealt with this matter on the Railway
Estimates, hiz remarks had not heen
noticed.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth) : At this
Inte hour he desired only to make a few
remarks in regard to the tramways. He
was one who had opposed the purchase
of the trams by the Government, heliev-
ing that they should belong to the muni-
cipality, but at the same time he had
heen satisfied to see the trams nationa-
liged, providing thev could he bought
at a reasonable price. From the report
of the Commissioner of Railways he
vleuned that the (Commissioner predieted
just what he (Alr. Allen) had foreasted
when the question of purehase was under
vonsideration. The Commissioner re-
ferred to the enndilion of the overhead
wear, whieh he said required extensive
renewal, and an order for nine miles of
copper trolley wire of the most up-to-daie
section had been placed. ‘That was just
one item in conneelion with the tram-
ways, whieh the Minisier would be ob-
liged to face in the near future, if he was
not already faced wilh it. He was quite
satisfied that the price which the Gov-
ernment had paid for the system was far
in exress of its real ecommereial value.
The price had been something like £475,
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000, and when the cost of raising the
loan with which to pay for the trams was
added the total cost wonld be nearly
£500.000. Tt was to be regretted that
Ihe (tovernment did not reserve to them-
selves Lhe aption to give the framway
company either bonds or cash. TUn-
fortunately for Western Australia the
option was given to the company,
and they naturally had eleeted to
take cash. Therefore, the trams had
cost  something like £300,000, and
there was no doubt that a consider-
able sum of money would have to be ex-
pended on the system fo bring it up to
date. What the cost would be he would
not venture to say, but his fear was that
the eapital which wonld be invested in
the eoncern would be so great that it
wounld be almest impossible to make it
a paving proposition. There was not
the slightest doubt that the people hoped.
when the Government tock over the
trams, that they would get a hetter ser-
vice. He did not blame the Minister.
because he did not think anv Minister in
power would have had an opportunity in
so short a time of making many improve-
ments, but there was no doubt that the
tramwave system in Perth was a very
poor ane. Certainly it was no better
than before the Government aeguired it,
and the Government had recornised that.
but they had not sufficient power to run
more {rams and so improve the service.
They wonld be faced willh that problem
for a long time to eome.

Hon, W. (. Angwin {Honorary Minis-

tery : Twelve months,
Me. ALLEN : Twelve mouths or
longer. When the pecple in the metro-

politan and suburban areas had realised
that the trams were Lo be purchased hy
tie  {tovernment they had favoured
nationalisation m the hope and belief {hat
thex would have a better and cheaper
service, Bnt he ventured the opinium
that it would he a long lons way in the
future hefore we would have a cheaper
serviece,

The Minister for Railways :
months.

Mr. ALLEN :  Twelve months wonla
nof see the introduction of a cheaper ser-

Twelve
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vice. With the money which wonld have
to be expended on top of the capital cosi
lie feared it would be impossible to make
the service any cheaper. He hoped thr
Government would he able to make it «
paying proposition, but he {ailed to see
how that could be brought ahout.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): We want more people Lo lravel
to cheupen the service.

Mr. ALLEN : There were thousands
of people who would travel if penny sec-
tions were introduced, but he doubted
whether the Government would adopt
them, He did not wish to impute mo-
tives, hui he considered that {he abolition
of the sale of tickets on cars and the
necesgity for people to 2o here, there and
everywhere to buyv them. the incobveni-
cnee of going to railway stations, or
uther places, led many to pay their three
penny bit which meant that the Govern-
ment were getting an increased revenue,
and that this inereased revenue was
being taken out of the pockets of the
people. TIn his opinion the Government
would no! be able 1o pive a cheaper ser-
vice in 12 months or twoe vears. He
urged the Minister at the earliest possible
monient to revert to the old system where-
by it was possible to purchase tickets on
the cars. Take those residents who
lived at the extreme end of Subineo near
the Wing's Park gates, il they wantes
lo purchase tram tickets they nhad to
walk {0 the Subiaco railway station, and
ruther thau do it thex would pay the 3d.
fare, whieh meant an inereased revenue
for the Government. [t was noi fair to
the travelling publie. and the Minister as
socn s possible shonld revert to the sys-
tern of having liciiets sold un the ears.
I'he Perth City Couneil he understood
had given 1he Goavernment notice to yuit
from the town hall hmldings.

Hon, W. (. Angwin {Hanorary Miu-
ister):  The Governmenl have serored
another place.

Mr. ALLEX: The office m ihe town
hall butldings was in a central position,

Hon. W. (". Angwin (Honorary Min-
isler): The other place i equally cen-
tral; it is in the old police conrt build-
ings nhext door.
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Mr. (’Loghlen: Why did they give
the Government notice?

Mr. ALLEN: It was intended to erect
much needed conveniences for ladies
there. He had noticed by a newspaper
advertisement that tram tickets could be
purchased at certain shops in the metro-
politan area. If it was not possible to
revert to the sysiem of selling the tickets
on the cars, the Minister should make it
possible to buy them at various shops
at short distances apart in the different
areas through which the cars ran. It
was unfair to ask the travelling publie
to walk a considerable distance in order
to purchase tram tickets. Without using
the term offensively it was simply rob-
bing the public. The Minister had not
said anything as regarded the introdue-
tion of penny sections. The people of
Perth and the suburbs believed that when
the Governmeni took over the system
penny seections would be brought inte
operation. These penny sections meant
o great deal to the travelling publie, par-
tienlarly during the day time. A passen-
ger joining a ear at the town hall eould
ride to King-street for a penny licket.
but if be desired to go on to Milliran-
street he had to pay a 3d. fare or 214d.
by using a ticket, and if he joined a car
at the town ball to go to Subiaco the fare
was still 3d. Complaints were pre-
viously made about the tramway com-
pany bleeding the people, and he hoped
the Government would not continue the
practice. He felt sure the Minister did
not desire to do so, and he did not want
to unduly or unfairly eriticise him. The
Minister had not had sufficient time to
bring about the reforrns which he desired
to institute, but as soon as possible
penny sections should be introduced.
The Minister had brought about one al-
teration which was detrimental to the
travelling publiec by abolishing the sale
of tickets on the ears. That was a retro-
grade step, and he ought to see his way
clear to retrace it. The hon. member for
Subinco had ecomplained abont the ina-
bility of workmen to purchase tickets
from conductors early in the morning,
but not only workmen but others of the
travelling public shovuld have these
facilities restored to them.
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Mr. B. J. Stubbs: I dealt with them,
too.

Mr, ALLEN: 1Vith the hou. member
he was in sympathy, though it did not
often lappen that he was. This was
the partieular item he wished to discuss
because he had been totally oppoesed to
the nalionalisation of the trams. believing
in nunicipalisation, but he preferred to
see the cars owned by the Government
than continued by the company. The
(fovernment, however, had paid too much
for them, and there was no telling what
additional outlay would be involved to
renew the cables and repair the tracks.
When the Government commenced nego-
Hations for the purchase of the cars the
market valne of the shares was 13s. or
14s. As the negotiafions progressed the
shares rose to 27s. Had it been possible
for the Govermment to bave purchased
the trams ou the market value of the
shares, 1:3<., what would they have cost?

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ter}: YWhat would you have said if the
Government had purchased them without
first coming to the House?

Mr. ALLEN: The same as he had said
in regard to the purchase of State
steamers, that the transaction was illegal
and improper. It would have been illegal
to have purchased the trams without con-
sulting the House, but that was merely a
red herring aeross the track.

The Minister for Railways: The maiter
of the purchase of the trams does not
come under the Estimates,

Mr. ALLEN: No; but the cars had
cost the Government praetically £500,000,
and what would be required to bring them
up to date would probably mean an-
other guarter of a million or a total of
£750,000. He bhad always contended
that the Government paid too much for
Lhe trams, although the leader of the Qp-
position was in aecord with the Govern-
ment in paying that price for them. He
hoped the Government would find the
trams a.paying proposition, but he feared
they wouid not be so because the capital
cost would be far in excess of what they
imagined,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
isler) : Take their valuation and that of
Fremantle, how do you compare them?



2642

The CHAIRMAN: The management
was all that ecould be dealt with under
the Estimates,

The Minister for Railways: Let us not
discuss the payment over and over again.

Mr. ALLEN: With the capital which
had been invested in the tramway system,
it would not prove to be the paying
proposition  which the (overnment
imagined. It had been his desire
to speak partienlarly in regard to tickets
and sections, and he hoped the Minister
would see his way clear to give effect Lo
his suggestions. This was not a party
question. All the travelling publie found
it a great inconvenience to have to go here,
there and everywhere to purchase tram
tibl\ets

Mr. Turvey: Do not you think they
will revert to the old system when they
find that the present one is inconvenient?

Mr. ALLEN: It was his hope that thay
would, but when the Government or any-
one else found that they were getting a
big revenue by abolishing such a system
they would be rather loth to revert to
it.

Mr. Turvey: Not the present Govern-
ment.

Mr. ALLEN: The present Government
were no different from any other. On
one oceasion when speaking with regard
to the trams he had expressed the hope
that the Government would run them
better than the railways were run, be-
cause, a2 a matter of faet, the train ser-
viee in the metropolitan-suburban area
was capable of great improvement. Very
freguently between Fremantle and Perth
on Saturdays and Sunday afterncons a
great many passengers, particularly those
getting in at Subiaco and West Leeder-
ville, had to stand. That was not as it
ought to be, as, when passengers paid
their fares they had a right to expect
to be provided with proper accommoda-
tion. What did the Minister propose to do
with regard to an overhead bridge at Mel-
bourne-road, which was a very impor-
" tant and necessary convenience? It was
a matter which affected the electorate he
represented and for many years had been
a burning question. Commerecial people
had to put up with great inconvenience

[COUNCIL.]

in having the old-fashioned gates there
al the present time. An overhead bridge
was an urgent requirement and was part
and parcel of the policy of railway im-
provement which would have to be car-

‘ried out between East Perth and West

Perth.
Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of Lhe
Railways and Tramways Depariment.

Progress reported,

BILL—CITY OF PERTH IMPROVE-
MENT.

Returned from the Legislative Couneil
without amendment,

House adjourned at 11.25 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 18th November, 1913,

Pase

Papers presented ]
Select Committee, Cupfam Bare's etirement ... 2613
Standing Order, Amendment .. 2647
Papars: Electoral Roll, Gernldton district . 2648
Motion: Main ronds, contrnl 2816

Australinn History, nsirnction in Sohools 2654
Bille : Criminnl Code Amendment, Com ... 2618

Bupply {(No, 3), £687,770, In. ... ... 2e51
©  Mibes Regulntion, Couw. ... . 2654

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.n., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Report
of Commissioner of Police for year ended
30th June, 1913. 2, Mining Develop-
ment Aet, 1902, Regulations 1-9, re ex-
tension of subsidy for production of
mieca. 3, Gingin Roads Board by-laws.



